
 

The 2nd Digital global Biogas Cooperation (DiBiCoo) Steering Committee (SC) Meeting initially planned to 
be conducted in Cape Town, South Africa was conducted virtually 20 - 24 April 2020. The meeting served as 
a checkpoint for the SC to evaluate the ongoing project. Key issues pivotal throughout the lifespan of the 
project were also discussed in tackling foreseen and existing challenges. As the leader of Working Package 3, 
RDI reported the successful implementation of completed tasks. Ultimately, the meeting identified issues that 
required further actions, such as development of information systems, webinar series, and implementation of 

commercial large-scale biogas pilot projects. 

Further, on June 23, 2020, RDI through DiBiCoo conducted a webinar on the Biogas Technology and 
Implementation in Europe and Indonesia. The speakers present were Angela Sainz, PhD, communications 
manager of European Biogas Association (EBA), Dr. -Ing M. Abdul Kholiq, M.Sc Chairman of  Indonesian 
Biogas Association (ABgI) and Frank Hofmann , international affairs staff of German Biogas Association (FvB). 

Dr. Yudha Prambudia, RDI senior fellow attended as the webinar’s moderator.  

RDI senior fellow, Dr. Saut Sagala started the webinar by an introduction about DiBiCoo’s roles in capacity 
building and supporting pilot projects of emerging markets located in Argentina, Ethiopia, Ghana, South Africa 
and Indonesia. Ms. Sainz then shared how Europe is in the process of scaling up their industries in meeting the 

target of high renewable energy usage by 2050, having about 18.000 biogas plants functioning in the region.  

Sharing the technical aspects, Dr. -Ing. Kholiq explained how despite the limited production, Indonesia has an 
enormous potential in producing biogas, for instance, by utilizing Palm Oil Mill Effluent (POME) for the raw 
materials, at an affordable price. Part of what ABgI do is advocating for biogas regulation, while promoting its 
multifunctionality for electricity and fuel. Moreover, Mr. Hofmann demonstrated how Germany has increased 
its capabilities of producing green energy locally, rather than importing non-renewable ones. He also gave 

illustrations on different biogas technologies with the possibility to integrate it with waste management. 

 



 

 

RDI’s senior fellow, Dr. Saut Sagala (ITB) with Dr. Beta Paramita 

(UPI) and Dr. Annisa Astari (UPI) discussed the transformational 

effects of digital education in Indonesia through YouTube Live on 

June 3, 2020 hosted by Professor Jon Lovett, creator of the online 

 

The CSS program has been implemented since 2010 by the Indonesian Government, in partnership with private 

sectors, academicians and NGOs, including RDI. The following are our recent activities:  

  

 

 

  

  

 

Countries around the world are experiencing an influx of refugees. At the same time, cities are shaped by 

migration. However, many cities, especially in developing nations, are not quite well-equipped. Integrating 

migration policies into urban planning and development initiatives would offer a more sustainable solution that 

promotes benefits for the displaced and their host societies. Currently, RDI is developing a research group 

focusing on urban refugees in order to increase awareness and contribute to urban development of Indonesian 

cities. Through the documentation of refugee management also during the pandemic, we hope to give an 

understanding of how cities can better welcome refugees while strengthening networks of researchers and 

practitioners involved.  

course  series  ‘Environmental  Challenges’.   Throughout  the

pandemic,  schools  and  universities  put  massive  efforts  in  switching

  their teaching online. In an island country with a large population like 
Indonesia,  technological  advances  can  provide  access  for  those  unable  to  attend  formal  education  due  to 
geography. However, the lack of means for some are yet to be addressed.

Guidelines for Learning from Home

The  COVID-19  pandemic  has  greatly  affected  students  and  their  safety  in  pursuing  their  education.  To  that, 
RDI’s  team  of  consultants,  in  collaboration  with  UNICEF  assisted  the  Indonesian  Ministry  of  Education  and 
Culture  in drafting  the  guidelines  for  Learning  from  Home  (LFH).  Although  inequality  in  education  became  an 
issue  when  LFH  was  firstly  implemented,  the  guidelines  were  also  made  to  provide  unified  interpretations  of 
teaching and learning methods. Further, it included both online and offline media provided by the ministry and 
SEAMOLEC  to  be utilized by  schools  according  to their  available resources. Also  emphasized  are the roles  of 
local  education  authorities,  teachers,  students  and  parents/  guardians  in  adapting  to  change  for  the  success  of 
LFH.

Virtual Interactive Workshops

This  year,  RDI  is  collecting  data  regarding  the  progress  and

achievements  post  CSS  implementation.  On  June  18,  19  and  23

2020, Dr. Rahma Hanifa, along with our fellows Mr. Yusra Tebe and

Dr.  Jonatan  Lassa,  led  virtual  interactive  workshops  on  CSS’  main

pillars: 1)  Safe  Learning  Facilities  2)  School  Disaster  Management

and  3)  Risk  Reduction  and  Resilience  Education.  The  objectives  of

the  workshops  are  informing  related  parties  about  the

documentation, identifying good practices and ways to ensure scale-

up and continuity.



 

 

 

From April to June, I've been helping RDI in gradually shifting its outreach 

strategy to online. We try to keep our contribution to the society through 

our research and educational activities like webinars or educational contents 

on our social media.  It was quite rough at first, since previously, I was actively 

engaged with our stakeholders through face-to-face meetings. But gradually, 

with the help of the team and our interns, we managed to hold our first 

webinar since the pandemic started. I also think the work of any outreach 

unit is even more important during times like this, to keep the organization 

and its activities relevant. 

Working from Home (WFH) requires some adaptation. Since March 23, 2020, I 

have been experiencing a swift change in handling my workload by working 

remotely. As a part of the Grant Unit, my work focuses on proposal management, 

development, and partner engagement. I do not encounter any major difficulties at 

work with the support of a solid team that I find easy to communicate with. This 

pandemic does not put an end to our responsibilities, instead, a lot of encouraging 

opportunities have come up. Grant Unit has also submitted several proposals and 

even collaborated with partners from Norway and the UK. I personally feel that 

this WFH system pushes researchers to be more productive in building back better 

resilience.  

I think Working from Home (WFH) would be the future of work 

in the next 5 – 10 years. The COVID-19 pandemic has forced 

companies and other instances in adapting to remote work. As for 

myself, WFH would be effective as long as it’s target-focused and 

is done strategically.  This new arrangement has even increased 

my efficiency in attending more meetings in a day, which wouldn’t 

be possible in normal times. However, success for working from 

home (be it for government officials, corporate or NGO 

professionals) stems from good leadership in planning and creating 

effective strategies.  

          
 
 
           
 
  
          

I had a good experience as a moderator for RDI webinar with DiBiCoo, the team was 
very supportive. It would be great if we can have follow-up activities with the chairman 
of ABgI to listen to more of his insights. Moreover, FvB’s presentation on the pros and 
cons of different biogas technologies might lead to partnership opportunities with 
interested Indonesian biogas practitioners and researchers. Looking at the huge potential 
of biogas in Indonesia, I believe that it is the way to go. The feedstocks are abundant and 
technologies are available, what we need more  of  are  supportive policies and 
competent human resources.



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As a response to the current pandemic, RDI has 
launched a web page specifically to address COVID-
19 related issues (K-Hub COVID-19). Researching its 
impacts toward global societies, we would be focusing 
on our research on cities, economy and resilience. The 
following are the potential research topics:  
 
1) Multi Risk Governance of COVID-19 Response in 
Indonesia  
 
2) Urban Planning and COVID-19 in Indonesia 
 
3) Impact of COVID-19 to small medium enterprises 
in Indonesia  
 
To access the page, go to: rdi.or.id/covid19 

www.rdi.or.id 

This newsletter was authored by  Ilham Maradona, Patricia Budiman, Muhammad 
Viero, Nabiilah Mujahidah  — Supervised by Satria Yuma 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

REGISTER NOW! 
Demo Case Registration will close on 31st July 2020 
 
Register your project ideas in: 
bit.ly/dibicoo_democase 
 
Contact us for selected access to the information system 
prototype and contribute to its features! 
 
More Information on DiBICoo: 
 www.dibicoo.org  
 andreas.dwiputra@rdi.or.id 
 +62 899 973 38813 (Andreas) 

 Stockholm Environment Institute: Platforms for the 
Inclusion of Non-Normative Genders and 
Sexualities (NNGS) in CCA Policy and Action  

 

 Sasakawa Peace Foundation: Documenting 
Refugee Management in Transitory Context: 
Lessons-learned from Indonesian Cities 

 

 

 

 

Twitter & Instagram: @RDI_Global 
LinkedIn: Resilience  Development Initiative 

Instagram:@RDI_Global 

 Quality of life and subjective social status after five 
years of Mount Sinabung eruptions: disaster man-
agement and current sources of inequality in dis-
placed, remaining and relocated communities, The 
International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction 
(IJDRR) -- Gavin Sullivan & Saut Sagala 

 Ketika RT/RW dapat peringatan dini, banjir sudah 
dekat. Yang perlu diperbaiki dalam sistem 
peringatan dini banjir Jakarta, The Conversation -- 
Jonatan Lassa & Saut Sagala  

K-Hub COVID-19  
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New Fellows
Muba Simanihuruk

North Sumatera University

Mizan Bustanul Fuady Bisri, PhD
Kobe University

Bony Wiem Lestari, dr, MSc.

Universiteit Rotterdam

Aqil Azizi, PhD
Bakrie University

New Interns
May 2020 — August 2020

Ferio Brahmana
Institute of Technology Bandung

June 2020 — August 2020
Syaffia Sahl

University of Arizona

Deffany Rosa
Institute of Technology Bandung

Muhammad Viero
Institute of Technology Sumatera

Ilham Maradona
Institute of Technology Sumatera

Patricia Budiman
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific  University

Nabiilah Mujahidah
Institute of Technology Bandung

June 2020 — September 2020
Mediatrich Triani Novianingsih

Cornell University

Until 2020, RDI has received 102 interns and visiting 
scholars from more than 35 different universities, and 
have seen their capabilities increased as researchers.

We are now looking for highly motivated individuals who 
are eager to get some research experiences. In 2020, 
we open internships on topics related but not limited to:

(1) Urban Refugees
(2) Palm Oil in the ASEAN Region
(3) Sustainable Financing / Climate Financing
(4) Renewable Energy Stakeholder Analysis &

  Market Analysis
(5) Nature Based Solution (NBS)
(6) Coastal Resilience
(7) COVID-19

Interns at Resilience Development Initiative will be faced 
with many prominent research studies ranging from 
national to international issues.

For further information, visit rdi.or.id/internship or 
contact  ichsan.hafiz@rdi.or.id (Ichsan)


