
 

The current health crisis have drastically changed how public and private entities go about their 

businesses, and force these entities—along with its members, to shift their efforts virtually. Despite how 

the pandemic have limited our abilities to utilise traditional means in conducting our activities, shifting 

our activities virtually can also bring new opportunities, and also give us the necessary circumstances to 

reflect and evaluate the effectiveness of how we manage or activities. Since RDI has implemented the 

‘work from home’ policy since April 2020, we have been striving to shift our research dissemination 

efforts online, and improve our overall knowledge management process. This was prominently reflected 

by our webinar activities, with 9 webinars conducted in the span of April-September 2020 with topics 

ranging from Disaster resilience, to renewable energy, COVID-19 impact on the tourism sector, COVID

-19 impact on waste management, as well as prominent topics such as Urban Refugees and Safe Schools.  

These webinars have undoubtedly provide us with further opportunities to maintain our relations with 

our existing partners, as well as connecting and working with new ones. In our past webinars, we have 

worked with the German Biogas Association, European Biogas Association, Indonesian Biogas 

Association, Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund (ASB) Indonesia, Center for Disaster Preparedness (CDP) 

Philippines, UNICEF, Indonesia’s Ministry of Education and Culture, as well as universities at home and 

abroad including Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS (Malaysia).  

Other than conducting these webinars as a form of research output dissemination, RDI have also formed 

research teams to strengthen our knowledge base on COVID-19 and begun sharing its information, 

which includes three teams with its own research topics, all related to the impact of COVID-19 e.g. on 

Tourism, Small and Medium Enterprises, policies, waste management, and urban health. In sum, these 

established teams have yielded an opportunity for our research fellows to collaborate despite distance 

and national borders—yielding new initiatives and opportunities for future research activities. All-in-all, 

albeit the challenges, limitations, and obstacles we’ve faced throughout the pandemic, we must remain 

adaptable and utilise the positive opportunities we can get to maximise our positive impact and fulfill our 

mandates. 

 



 

 

RDI has organized two webinars from our COVID-

19 working groups. On July 23rd 2020, the first 

COVID-19 webinar series was held through 

Youtube live with the theme of: "The Impact of 

COVID-19 on The Tourism Sector and Transition to New 

Normal", Dr. Ayu Krishna (UPI) with Mr. Lianda Lu-

bis (Head of Tahura), and RDI’s director, Mrs. Elisa-

beth Rianawati pointed out that the cooperation be-

tween public and tourist sites while applying health 

protocols accordingly, is crucial to rebuilding sustain-

able tourism in a post- COVID-19.  

The second PUD was on August 28th, with Ayu Prestasia as the moderator. The speakers,  Ainul Fajri, Diah 

Tricesaria, and Realisa Masardi shared their research on refugee management in Aceh, Jakarta, and Bogor. Then, 

Dr. Galuh Indraprahasta, discussed the nexus between migration and urban development. The third series held 

on September 11th, 2020, was moderated by Dr. Akino Tahir. The third PUD presented Mutiara Pertiwi, Nur 

Isdah, Mangisi Erlinda, and Gading Gumilang Putra, to discuss refugee management in Tanjung Pinang, Makassar, 

Pekanbaru, and Yogyakarta. The remaining series run fortnightly every Friday, with the completion date planned 

on November 20th, 2020. 

 

RDI conducted the first SEARCH webinar series 

with the theme of : "Lessons Learned from the Non 

Governmental Actors on the Implementation of Inclusive 

and Adaptive Disaster Response in Southeast Asia" on 

Tuesday, 25th August 2020 in partnership with Ar-

beither-Samariter-Bund and the Center for Disas-

ter Preparedness. RDI Senior Fellow, Dr. Mercy 

Rampengan, Loreine Dela Cruz (Executive Director 

of CDP), Chyrsant Lily Kusumowardoyo (ASB)   

On August 14th, 2020, RDI-UREF commenced 

the first of its eight Pop Up Discussion (PUD) 

Series via Zoom and YouTube Live platforms. 

This first PUD overviewed urban refugee prob-

lems in Indonesia. Moderated by Risye Dwiyani, 

featured Dr. Akino Tahir, Yunizar Adiputera, 

Naweed Aieen, and Dr. Dave Lumenta as the 

speakers.  

On the second webinar, Wednesday, 2nd September 2020, with theme of "Post COVID-19 Waste Management 

from Policy, Environment, and Technology Perspectives", RDI Director, Elisabeth Rianawati, and Prof. Suzana Yusuf 

(Universiti Teknologi PETRONAS) along with Dr. Aqil Azizi (Universitas Bakrie) discussed the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on waste management system. The cross-border discussion between Indonesia and Malay-

sia reflect a more comprehensive understanding of the waste management system.  

exchanged views on the aspect of Community-Based Disaster Risk Management (CBDRM) and inclusiveness in 

the resilience community from the South Asian Region. This webinar demonstrates that knowledge exchange 

between Indonesia and the Philippines provides input to preparedness in strengthening disaster resilience. In the 

long-term, the SEARCH webinar series aims to connect more actors operating in the resilience sector from 

South East Asia, including academics, practitioners, local government, stakeholder, communities and institutions.  

https://www.rdi.or.id/webinar/search-webinar-series-1-lessons-learned-from-non-governmental-actors-on-the-implementation-of-inclusive-and-adaptive-disaster-response-in-southeast-asia
https://www.rdi.or.id/webinar/search-webinar-series-1-lessons-learned-from-non-governmental-actors-on-the-implementation-of-inclusive-and-adaptive-disaster-response-in-southeast-asia
https://www.rdi.or.id/webinar/search-webinar-series-1-lessons-learned-from-non-governmental-actors-on-the-implementation-of-inclusive-and-adaptive-disaster-response-in-southeast-asia


 

 

 

I moderated the first SEARCH Webinar on August 25. The topic is interest-

ing and I can’t resist saying yes when the RDI team approached. I appreciate 

that RDI chose the topic for the first series  as it reflects a thought on how 

we consider the importance of inclusive disaster response. I am eager to un-

derstand how experience on the ground has been synthesized so we can 

learn and adopt the good practices in the region. The lessons shared from 

presenters were insightful which I believe  taken from  years of experience 

applying different instruments and  specific approaches in their disaster re-

sponses. The webinar is very well-organised following a protocol set for or-

ganization of a virtually running seminar. The organiser also introduced a plat-

form for virtual-shared board  for participants which I think would be a useful 

tool. 

ASB Indonesia and the Philippines together with Center for Health Policy and Manage-

ment of Gadjah Mada University and the Working Group of Organisations of Persons 

with Disabilities in Central Sulawesi are jointly implementing a research on barriers 

and opportunities for inclusive Water Supply Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) services 

in humanitarian response. The standards, guides and commitments made in regards to 

improving inclusion in humanitarian action are plenty, but why is it that the practices 

remain limited? This is what we seek to uncover through our research. I am excited to 

have the opportunity to present our preliminary findings in the SEARCH Webinar 

Series #1. To see the appetite of many organisations to learn together through the 

webinar is very encouraging.  I am also pleased with the professionalism shown by RDI 

in organising this webinar, I personally learn a lot from their facilitation – not to men-

tion the exchange with other presenters and the participants. I am happy to know that 

this is only the first out of the SEARCH Webinar Series. I look forward to the next 

learning opportunity! 

RDI has been appointed by UNICEF Indonesia and Ministry of Education and Cul-

ture (MoEC) to conduct national evaluation on Comprehensive School System 

(CSS) implementation, with sample location in four province ( Aceh, Jakarta, 

Nusa Tenggara Timur, and Sulawesi Tengah). The objective of the evaluation is 

to: 1). Review the challenges, ongoing CSS implementation and its achievement. 

2). Provide evidence on whether CSS strategies are effective and efficient in Indo-

nesia, and to define the most relevant priority area(s) to focus on. To get the 

information, it should be through field visit. but, due to COVID-19 it has been 

switch the strategy to online mode. It was quite challenging, especially for the 

participant from the sub national in terms of time limit discussion, unfamiliarity 

with online platform and poor internet connectivity. Although the webinar itself 

allowed us to bring a great number of people together regardless of the location, 

I feel that the face-to-face discussion was more direct to express our ideas and 

to communicate effectively with the audience. This kind of meeting, on the other 

hand, enables me to participate in every process of data collection. I have the 

opportunity to review each challenge and implementations from different prov-

inces towards disaster resilient schools through online focus group discussion. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Published in collaboration with the  
University of Leeds, United Kingdom 

 
Plant Power: Opportunities and challenges for meeting sustain-

able energy needs from the plant and fungal kingdoms.  
Review article for Plants People Planet State of the World’s 

Plants & Fungi 2020 Special Issue  
 

University of Leeds researchers have joined forces with the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew and researchers around the globe includ-
ing RDI (Indonesia), and those from other countries i.e. Africa, 

Nepal, India, and Mexico. This research look into plants and fungi 
that could be used as a source of energy as well as assessing the 

species with the potential to be scaled-up with innovative  
technologies.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REGISTER NOW! 
 
SEARCH WEBINAR SERIES: 

 
SEARCH Webinar Series #2 

Theme :   Lessons Learned from The Implementation of CCA-

DRR Coastal City - Southeast Asia   

Date :  Wednesday,  7 October 2020 

Time : 15:00—17:00 (GMT+7) 

DIBICOO MINI WEB SEMINAR SERIES: 

DiBiCoo Mini-Web Seminar #2 

Theme : Biomethane Development in Indonesia and the 

European Union : Opportunities, Challenges and Lesson-

Learned and its use for Bio-CNG 

Date :  Tuesday, 3 October 2020 (TBC) 

RDI UREF POP-UP DISCUSSION: 

Pop-Up Discussion #5 

Theme: “Perspective of Non-State Actors (Part 2)” 

Date: Friday, 9 October 2020 

Time: 15.00 – 17.00 WIB (GMT+7) 

 

Pop-Up Discussion #6 

Theme: “Creative Placemaking Project for Social Integration of 

Urban Refugees in Indonesia” 

Date: Friday, 23 October 2020 

Time: 15.00 – 17.00 WIB (GMT+7) 

 

*The theme and schedule of the above mentioned webinars 

are subject to change without prior notification. 

 

More Information on the upcoming webinars: 

https://www.rdi.or.id/webinar / RDI Social Media @RDI_Global 

 

 

Until 2020, RDI has received 112 interns and visiting scholars 

from more than 38 different universities. For further 

information, visit rdi.or.id/internship or contact 

ichsan.hafiz@rdi.or.id (Ichsan). In October 2020, we open 

internships on topics related but not limited to: 

 

(1) Urban Refugees 

(2) Nature Based Solution (NBS) 

(3) The Impact of Tsunami towards the Tourism and 

Hospitality Sector 

(4) Sector-Specific Impact of COVID-19 

(5) Biogas Project Development 

(6) Climate Change Adaptation Mainstreaming and Gender 

(7) National Emission Reduction Strategy 

(8) Grant Unit & Outreach Unit Intern 

Putriani Dwi Novianty  
Gadjah Mada University, July-August 2020  

Fardhi Fadilah Ramadhan  
Bandung Islamic University, July-August 2020 

Helmi Risansyauqi  
Bandung Institute of Technology, August-November 2020 

Caroline Aretha  
Bandung Institute of Technology, August-October 2020 

Janine Febe  
Diponegoro University, August-November 2020 

Vincent Augusta  
Bandung Institute of Technology, July-October 2020 

Muhammad Dimas  
Bandung Institute of Technology, August-October 2020 

Muhammad Ammar Erdianto  
Bandung Institute of Technology, August-October 2020 

Esther Mevionna Latasha  
Graduate of Ritsumeikan University, August-October 2020 

Adinda Smaradhana R  
KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden, August-November 2020 

Rifqi Khoirul Anam  
Bandung Institute of Technology, August-November 2020 

Maora Rianti Masya  
Sebelas Maret University, August-October 2020 

Aldrich Suryawan  
Parahyangan Catholic University, August-October 2020 

 

 

 

 

• ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency 
Response ( AADMER ) Work Programme 2021-2025—
awarded by ASEAN 

• Digital Climate Risk Management Seminar, awarded by GIZ 
GP Loss & Damage  

• Carbon Capture and Sequestration in Indonesia: A policy, 
legal, and regulatory frameworks study- research collaboration 
with National University of Singapore 

• E-Waste Report in Indonesia - a research collaboration with 
Leeds University 

Twitter & Instagram: @RDI_Global 
LinkedIn: Resilience  Development Initiative 

Instagram:@RDI_Global 
Website:  www.RDI.or.id 

 

(1) Book Chapter: Disaster Risk Financing and Insurance in 

Indonesia, IRSA Book Series on Regional Development No. 18 – Saut 

Sagala, Hengki Eko Putra, Ichsan Hafiz, Amesta Ramadhani, Alm. 

Herryal Anwar, September 2020. 

(2) Policy Brief - Treading water in a savannah : The reality of 

water scarcity in East Sumba, from "A Techno-socio-economic Study 

on Fog-to-Water (FtW) Solution for Extreme Climate Stricken Commu-

nity - Sumba Island, Indonesia" research in collaboration with Heriot-

Watt University Hivos SEA, and University of Indonesia. 

https://www.rdi.or.id/webinar

