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LAUNCHING RDI ROADMAP 2021-2024

Since 2014, RDI has conducted studies in a wide  
wide variety of fields, including renewable 

energy, disaster risk, regional and urban policy, 
socio-cultural and social dimensions, and others. 
RDI has been contributing actively to advance 
knowledge on sustainable development, social 
issues, and resilience studies by conducting 
research related to these issues. As a think 
tank redundant, RDI has always been trying to 
consistently uphold its vision, in which 

“To be a leading institute in research on sustainable 
development and resilience studies in Indonesia and 

Southeast Asia”

Since the emergence of COVID-19 Pandemic, 
there have been various changes in the 
perspective of resilience issues. Moreover, the 
increasing number of disasters due to climate 
change has motivated  RDI to be more apparent 
in resilience studies. Hence, through this issuance 
of RDI Cluster roadmap 2021-2024, RDI aims to 
expand more on sustainable development, social 
issues, and resilience studies to accommodate  the 
current and emerging  resilience and development 
issues of Indonesia and Southeast Asia. 

Moreover , RDI recognized the critical role of 
interdisciplinary studies within the current and 
prospective global resilience issue to further 
improve resilience in the face of extreme 
adversity. To speed up and elaborate further on 
the implementation of RDI’s vision, RDI has issued 
its updated 2021-2024 roadmap for the main 
focus of each cluster. 

Disaster and Climate Resilience (DCR) will delve 
mostly into  the topic regarding  community 
resilience, implementation of nature-based 

solutions (NBS), implementation of resilient and 
smart City, risk governance and transboundary 
hazards. 

Children, Social Welfare, and Health (CSWH) 
cluster facilitates broad cross-cutting 
research topics regarding children in high-risk 
environments along with issues related to social 
welfare, such as  gender and social inclusion 
(GESI), Urban Refugees, global health crisis, social 
protection and community’s vulnerability in  
future risks. 

Finance and Business Management (FBM) 
cluster will contribute towards the utilization 
of sustainable financing, insurance and micro-
insurance, empowering the small and medium 
enterprise (SME) and institutional economics. 

Renewable Energy and Emission Reduction 
(REER) cluster will mainly focus on the low carbon 
transformation, clean energy transition, clean 
energy for communities resilience, and renewable 
energy financing.  

For 2021-2024, RUP will mostly develop topics 
about ICT and global pandemics, urban growths 
and dynamic, urban mass transport, and urban 
infrastructure. 

Tourism and Cultural Heritage (TCH) facilitates 
the cultural society resilience, geo-tourism 
sustainability adaptability, geo-tourism’s multi 
sector partnership, and adaptive safety net for 
cultural tourism. 

Water and Waste Management (WWM) focuses 
on issues related to the development of e-waste 
management as well as water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) in post-disaster management. 
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Webinar Series in Collaboration with 
Sheffield University & Lincoln University 
to Promote Nature-Based Solutions 
Implementation in Indonesia 
Annisa Nisitha Nindyarini

Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) act as the answer to urbanisation-
related issues by linking blue, green, and grey infrastructure 

as means to improve cultural, environmental, economic, and social 
aspects in cities. To support further implementation in Indonesia, 
RDI initiated Nature-Based Solutions Webinar Series, which is 
a result of a joint research with Sheffield University and Lincoln 
University.

The first webinar titled “Application of Nature-Based Solutions 
to Bandung Indonesia and the Global South” was held on 11th 
February 2021. It aimed to provide insights about NBS concepts 
in broader perspectives and how they act as effective adaptation 
and mitigation strategies to combat climate change. The event was 
attended by keynote speakers Dr. Saut Sagala, Dr. Alex Lechner, Dr. 
Juan Miguel Kanai, as well as discussants Dr. Eng. Beta Paramita and 
Dr. Tri Mulyani Sunarharum.

RDI followed this up with a second webinar on 25th February 
2021 under the theme “Mainstreaming Nature-Based Solutions 
to Support Sustainable Urban Planning”. This event focused on 
discussing the most promising strategic opportunities and designs 
on Nature-Based Solutions, as well as relevant actors and possible 
indicators of its implementation success. The session invited the 
previous keynote speakers along with  Ms. Yuni Sri Handayani. 
The discussants for this webinar are Mr. Tony Widjanarso and Dr. 
Hendricus Andy Simarmata.

The two webinars sparked lively discussions and exchange of 
opinions. Dr. Saut Sagala emphasized the importance of cross-
boundary collaboration, as collaborative efforts are deemed as  
the key in resolving the existing issues. Even though the biggest 
challenge is to bring all ideas and perspectives together, contribution 
from all stakeholders is needed for the next milestone of Nature-
Based Solutions.

From the webinars, it was concluded that NBS is still recognized as 
a new approach and still has gaps for further research. Therefore, 
integrated policy support and multilayer collaboration is needed in 
the future implementation of NBS.

The two-days workshop of “Platforms for the inclusion of 
non-normative genders and sexualities (NNGS) in CCA 

policy and action” was held to be a platform for discussion and 
information dissemination as well as an effort to understand 
the gender and sexuality (G&S) minorities’ point of view 
regarding their  experience and challenge on climate change 
adaptation for in Indonesia and Philippines.

The workshop began with videos screening about how G&S 
minorities face climate change in Indonesia and the Philippines. 
The opening speech was given by Prof. Maureen Fordham 
(University College London)followed by the presentation of 
the project background by Dr. Albert Salamanca (Stockholm 
Environment Institute). Prof. JC Gaillard (University of 
Auckland) was in charge of facilitating the discussion in the 
workshop with Adryan Sasongko from RDI and Neen Sapalo 
from the University of Philippines in pairs as the Master 
of Ceremony. Interactive activities were done during the 
workshop using Mural Platform:

1. Expectation Check session where all participants were 
separated into 4 groups to answer questions regarding 
the workshop expectation.

2. SWOC Carousel, where all participants interactively 
listed the Strengths-Wants-Opportunities-Challenges 
regarding the condition of G&S minorities in CCA actions.

3. Consensus Pyramid, where the participants listed actions 
that can be done collectively relating to the CCA.

Lastly, follow-up action and communication between 
participants from the workshop have resulted in the 
outcome. Participants collectively consented to collaborate 
with SOGIESC and climate change experts (partnership or 
universities) in providing material training and socialization 
using art performances about G&S minorities and CCA 
actions.

Regional Workshop on Gender and 
Sexuality Minorities and Climate 
Change Adaptation in the Philippines 
and Indonesia
Maora Rianti Masya
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On  March 18th, 2021, RDI 
hosted an online regional biogas 

workshop titled “Lesson Learned from 
Biogas Development in The Emerging 
Economies”. The workshop was part 
of DiBiCoo activities and held under 
collaboration with Asosiasi Biogas 
Indonesia (ABGI) and Asia Pacific Biogas 
Association (APBA). The workshop aimed 
to facilitate a discussion on regulatory 
framework, financing scheme, operation 
and maintenance, and other details of 
biogas development according to various 
experiences in the global south. 

Six  speakers with various  and extensive  
experience in biogas development 
presented in the workshop. The 
first presenter was Dr.-Ing. M. Abdul 
Kholiq, MSc, a Chairman of ABGI, and 
Director of Centre for Environmental 
Technology, Agency for the Assessment 
and Application of Technology (BPPT), 
Indonesia. The second presenter was 
Raymond Cheah, a Chief Operating 
Officer of Green Lagoon Technology, 
Malaysia. The third presenter was Pruk 
Anggarangsi, Ph.D., a Director of Energy 
Research and Development Institute, 

Chiang Mai University, Thailand. The 
fourth presenter was Jorge Hilbert, 
a Biogas expert of Rural Engineering 
Institute (INTA), Argentina. Finally,  
the last two presenters were Aleksejs 
Zacepins and Vitalijs Komashilovs, 
experts from  Latvia University of 
Life Sciences and Technologies (LLU). 
Different from other presenters who 
talked about their experience in biogas 
development in their own countries, the 
last two presenters introduced a digital 
information system that could be used 
by biogas stakeholders, namely DiBiCoo 
Matchmaking Tool. 

The workshop was launched  by Trois 
Dilisusendi, a representative of the 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources 
of the Republic of Indonesia and Dr. 
Johannes Anhorn from GIZ. During the 
workshop, all participants were actively 
engaged in discussion and enthusiastic 
with the topic. 

The recording of the workshop can be 
accessed via Youtube: https://youtu.be/
C3zlQWJGKwY

The 4th Digital global Biogas 
Cooperation (DiBiCoo) Steering 

Committee (SC) and Review Meeting 
initially planned to be conducted 
in Vienna, Austria, was conducted 
virtually 15 - 26 March 2021. The 
meeting served as a checkpoint for 
the SC together with the European 
Union Innovation and Networks 
Executive Agency (INEA) to evaluate 
the ongoing project. This meeting was 
attended by members of the DiBiCoo 
consortium consisting of Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), WIP 
Renewable Energies, Austrian 
Energy Agency (AEA), European 
Biogas Association (EBA), Austrian 
Compost & Biogas Association 
(AKBOE), Resilience Development 
Initiative (RDI), Latvia University 
of Life Sciences and Technologies 
(LLU), German Biogas Association 
(FVB), Iceaddis, The National 
Institute of Agricultural Technology 
(INTA), Selectra CC (SELECTRA), 

Institute for Sustainable Energy and 
Environmental Solutions (ISEES), and 
GreenCape.

During the 4th SC Meeting, key 
issues pivotal throughout the 
implementation of the project were 
also discussed in addressing the 
existing challenges and mitigating 
the risks that may occur during 
the lifespan of the project. As the 
leader of Working Package (WP) 
3, RDI reported the successful 
implementation of all the milestones, 
including the mapping of all biogas 
stakeholders and key players 
and conducted local stakeholder 
workshops, and had complied 
with all objectives of the local 
stakeholder workshops. Ultimately, 
the meeting identified issues related 
to the importance of identifying 
financing opportunities, government 
incentives, and the need for human 
resource development for the 
implementation of biogas technology.

Biogas Workshop: Lessons Learned from Biogas  Development in the Emerging Economies
Muhammad Ichsan

DIBICOO: The 4th Digital Global Biogas Cooperation (DiBiCoo) Steering Committee (SC) 
and Review Meeting
Adryan Sasongko
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RDI UREF kicked off the new year with a new project named 
Memento, a podcast on the intersection of forced displacement 

and urban development in Indonesia and other countries. The 
podcast aims to connect like-minded people and institutions to 
discuss forced-displacement issues. The podcast has four segments 
with different headlines and focuses: Explorasi, Tea Time, Memoar, 
and Reportase.    

Eksplorasi contains informal conversation with experts to explore 
new ideas and concepts, approaches to forced displacement and 
urban development based on their expertise. Tea Time is a part of 
a recorded informal virtual networking session with individuals or 

organizations to get to know each other and explore the different 
interests, ideas, and concepts from the forced migration and urban 
development approach based on their expertise and experience. 
Memoar showcases our effort to increase public awareness regarding  
issues around  refugees in the cities of Indonesia through  storytelling 
that employs both perspectives from  refugees and locals. Reportase 
features RDI UREF team members discussing or providing updates 
about our ongoing activities.

Listen to new episodes of Memento podcast on Spotify every 
Thursday on http://bit.ly/MementoRDIUREF.

RDI UREF ended the month of 
January 2021 by holding a Refugee 

Management Stakeholder Mapping 
Workshop. The workshop aimed to bring 
along multidisciplinary perspectives 
in analyzing gaps of roles in handling 
refugees at municipal level in Indonesia. 
This workshop was expected to lay 
the foundation of collaboration among 
refugee researchers to encourage robust 
research on refugee-in-transit that can be 
useful for refugee management policies. 

The Refugee Management Stakeholder 
Mapping Workshop was held on January 
30th, 2021 through Zoom Meeting. 
It invited 14 participants comprising 
researchers, academics, and practitioners 
working on refugee management issues 
in Indonesia. Participants were given pre-

read documents on cities and refugees, as 
well as on stakeholder mapping methods. 
The participants were expected to equip 
themselves with materials relevant to the 
purpose of the workshop.

The workshop was divided into three 
sessions. The first session was about 
mapping of stakeholders at the national 
level in refugee management in Indonesia, 
with a draft prepared by the UREF 
team. The second session was a group 
discussion to identify gaps and additional 
roles needed to include refugees in urban 
policies, taking Makassar city and Bogor 
regency as case studies. The last session 
was a panel session, where participants 
presented findings from the group 
discussion. All sessions were conducted 
in Bahasa Indonesia.

UREF has Launched Their First Podcast Project ‘Memento’
Febrianty Hasanah

UREF Workshop for Refugee 
Management and Stakeholder 
Mapping
Febrianty Hasanah

Resilience Development Initiative as a global think tank will continue supporting researchers around the world in developing new theories and 

increasing the stock of knowledge. RDI will always be open for fellowship and partnership programs as a form of the support and involvement in the 

development of knowledge.

www.rdi.or.id @rdi_global @RDI_Global RDI IndonesiaResilience Development Initiative

The Disaster and Climate Resilience (DCR) 
fellow engagement meeting was held to 
disseminate the DCR’s new roadmap for 
2021-2024 and future activities. It aimed 
to strengthen relationships with the DCR 
fellows through various opportunities for 
collaboration in research, consultancy 
projects, networking opportunities, 
webinars, and internship programmes. 
The potential research topics that can be 
proposed are including but not limited to 
community resilience, urban resilience 
and  smart city, nature-based solution, risk 
governance, and transboundary hazards. 

Meanwhile for the consultancy projects, it 
can be related to projects both in regional 
(ASEAN, Asia Pacific) and national scale 
(Indonesia). The meeting was held on 
Tuesday, February 18th, 2021 through an 
online zoom meeting. The discussion was 
mostly about the potential collaboration that 
can be done between RDI and DCR fellows. 
The DCR fellows also proposed some ideas 
include developing ways to communicate  
the research or project outputs, mapping 
the  capacity and specialization of DCR 
fellows,  initiating project collaboration in 
the sub-watershed area related to risks and 

land uses changes, collaboration for climate 
adaptation for water resources project from 
Ministry of Public Works and Public Housing 
of Republic of Indonesia, opportunities 
related to joint research with countries in 
ASEAN, collaboration with CARI (Cerdas 
Antisipasi Risiko Bencana), and Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) research development in 
the field of gamification. As an addition, this 
meeting also initiated RDI to prepare for the 
Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(GPDRR) 2021 in Indonesia. 

Disaster and Climate Resilience (DCR) Cluster - Fellow Engagement Meeting
Belia Ega Avila
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Voice of Members

In these past two decades, research related to disaster and disaster risk in Indonesia has 
increased each year. Today it is much better than 10 years ago, both in terms of the number 
of researchers and the number of research outputs. The core of a research is to understand 
the reality that you want to understand. So if the focus is on disasters, the reality that we 
want to understand is about the behavior of the natural (physical) environment and the built 
environment (anthropogenic) of  the variables that cause vulnerability.  vulnerable here is to 
events that possibly threaten life and property.

In my opinion, ‘Glokal’ is a more appropriate approach for RDI as a think tank rather than  
‘Global’. It is true that we need a contribution of knowledge and the nature of knowledge 
must go beyond the boundaries of the physical area. We also have to look at the systemic 
processes such as climate change,changes in the global physical and economic environment, 
all while formulating the solutions for global problems. However,  almost all action to treat 
global problems must be done locally. So far, there is still a kind of bubble in assessing the 
resilience of a country. Hence, RDI’s role is to help identify gaps in disaster, energy, urban 
planning policies, etc. for a more resilient earth society, including Indonesia.

Self-criticism is necessary but RDI also needs to strengthen their resilience to face criticism 
to be able to be more seriously  involved in building alternative discourses. Webinar is a great 
start but more RDI researchers are needed to be involved in public intellectual discourses 
and  increase their writings in newspapers, blogs/microblogs and be more involved in ‘street 
conversations’ to connect with the online grassroots.

I have always followed and learned about The Resilience Development Initiative. I found that 
RDI has always been taking a part of the solution to real world problems which pushes me to 
join and make my contribution. Then I decided to join the RDI as a Visiting scholar to expand 
my network and get a chance to interact with a role model who can describe experiences 
and offer guidance concerning professional and work issues. Also, this endeavor allows me 
to enrich my knowledge with the current programs and projects of RDI. I knew that I was on 
the right track. 

Despite the current situation (the global pandemic), I acquired tremendous experiences 
with the incredible REER team and at the same time contributed to solve the current global 
issues. Having the privilege to get access to various resources (data, seminar, etc.) is crucial 
for broadening my knowledge and understanding of the current state, issues, and the 
development of green finance for renewable energy. I feel honored to be involved and being 
able to contribute to the DiBiCoo project. I contributed to the project by reviewing literature 
and building training material related to green finance for renewable energy to enhance and 
develop constituents’ capacity. This contribution will advance capacity building. 

Regarding what RDI has achieved so far and where RDI is standing, I believe that RDI will be a 
vital element to achieve the ambitious sustainable and development goals and development 
and resilience. Besides, with the dynamic capabilities that RDI possesses, I believe that soon 
or later RDI would overstep its vision to be a leading research institute in Asia. 

RDI is an institution that I know is active in various research with diverse fields of study, 
so joining RDI is an excellent opportunity for me to hone my professionalism and expand 
my perspective and holistic understanding in the process of consultancy and research. I am 
especially part of the grant team that requires  me to draft various proposals on topics as 
diverse as disaster, energy, gender, food security, and other issues. 

Although my educational background is in Urban and Regional Planning, these 
multidisciplinary topics could help me enrich my way to solve various emerging problems. 
Collaboration with experts connected with the RDI network from multiple institutions and 
organizations is also an advantage in joining RDI. I also learned various technical things in 
terms of activity planning, budgeting, and resource management. 

Overall, each submission must be presented with a depth of understanding of the issues 
faced, a scientific and tested study plan, and an effective and efficient allocation of study 
resources. I also appreciate the reliable performance of my team, giving me space to learn 
and supporting me to adapt. This environment helps me to be able to continue to develop and 
improvise in upcoming tasks. 

In the future, I hope I can contribute to the development of RDI so that RDI remains an 
institution that actively produces scientific work and engages in activities that directly 
benefit the community.

Dr. Jonatan Lassa
Senior Research Fellow

Rakotoarisoa  Maminirina 
Fenitra ‘Finch’
Visiting Scholar

Aarth Hutabarat
Grant Officer
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2021 Internship Opportunities

Annisa Nisitha Nindyarini
Gadjah Mada University

Annisaa Indrarini
University College London

Indah Cahyaning Sari
Brawijaya University

Julia Thio
Gadjah Mada University

Lelly Ayukusuma Bakti
Parahyangan Catholic University

M Rizki Ziarieputra
Bandung Institute of Technology

Michael Hananta
Bandung Institute of Technology

Nathania Adella
University of Indonesia

Priyanka Made Ayu
Bandung Institute of Technology

Rickdy Vanduwin
Udayana University

Ruth Latreia Theo Saphira
Parahyangan Catholic University

Salsabila Syakura
Bandung Institute of Technology

Sharia Auliaannisaa
Bandung Institute of Technology

Tisar Endah Ayuningtyas
Gadjah Mada University

Aarth Hutabarat - Grant Officer 
(Bachelor of Urban and Regional Planning, 

Gadjah Mada University)

Muhammad Ichsan - Research Officer 
(Master of Energy of Change, Australian 

National University)

Medhiansyah Putra - Research Officer 
(Master of Regional and City Planning, Bandung 

Institute of Technology)

Belia Ega Avila  - Research Officer 
(Bachelor of Urban and Regional Planning, Tenth 

of November Institute of Technology)

Ainayya Nur Safira - Admin and Finance Officer 
(Diploma of Public Accountancy, Polytechnic 
of the Indonesian Institute of Education and 

Professional Development)

Nadhifa Emiria Siregar - Research Officer
(Bachelor of Environment and Development, 

Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University)

Anastasya Lavenia  - Research Officer 
(Bachelor of Sociology, Gadjah Mada University)

Asep Yogie Nugroho - Project Facilitator
(SST, Bandung College of Social Welfare)

Sharfina Ulfah Zatadini - Research Officer 
(Master of Environmental Engineering, Bandung 

Institute of Technology)

Digital Biogas Global Cooperation

DiBiCoo Capacity Building-Holistic  Planning 
and Technology Adoption for  Biogas  Project
1. Project Risks and its Mitigation
2. Biogas Commissioning Plan
3. Biogas Upgrading Technology

April 14-15, 2021

Please register through this link: https://forms.gle/
eMgnTiPUD3J9xteDA 

UREF

‘Memento’ Podcast
Season 1 Memento Podcast will end in the first 
week of April and will be continued with Season 
2 on July.

Knowledge Hub (K-Hub)

West Sulawesi Earthquake Knowledge 
Management Center. 
This knowledge hub page is dedicated by RDI to 
record the knowledge management regarding 
disastrous earthquakes that have hit West 
Sulawesi (known as West Sulawesi Earthquake), 
and caused fatalities, injuries, and inflicted 
damages towards the land and its inhabitants. For 
more info, please visit our website: https://www.
rdi.or.id/k-hub/west-sulawesi-eq

Nature-based Solution (NBS) Knowledge 
Management Center. 
This knowledge hub page is dedicated by 
RDI to develop a research group focused 
on the implementation of the NBS concept 
through research activities to bolster the use 
and assessment of the concept especially in 
developing countries such as Indonesia and other 
countries in the Southeast Asia Region. For more 
info, please visit our website: https://www.rdi.
or.id/k-hub/nbs

RDI has been awarded these following projects:

Midline Study: The Indonesia Climate and 
Disaster Resilient Communities (ICDRC) - 
OXFAM

February 2021 - April 2021
The midline study of ICDRC project is a 
formative review process designed to complete 
the measurement milestone on project 
implementation period from 2018 to 2022.

Gender Assessment for NUSATANI 
Program in Bima and Sumba Barat - SurfAid

January 2021 - April 2021
This assessment will develop a detailed gender 
analysis based on a NUSATANI rapid Gender 
Analysis and baseline assessment.

AHA Center - ASCEND Toolboxes 
Development

March 2021 - September 2021
This study will develop a set of technical 
prerequisites that must exist to enable the 
implementation of ASCEND prohect in particular 
ASEAN countries.

Annotated Bibliogaphy: Urban Refugees 
Management in Indonesia and Southeast Asia
Author: Nino Viartasiwi (ed.) , Jean Sonia P Langi 
(ed.), Akino Tahir, Risye Dwiyani, Ayu Prestasia, 
Febrianty Hasanah, Yohana Rosendra. http://
www.rdi.or.id 

Journal: E-Musrenbang, A Digital Framework for 
Local Participatory Planning At the Community 
Level
E-musrenbang: a digital framework for local 
participatory planning at the community level. 
Author: Anindito, Dhimas Bayu; Sagala, Saut 
A. H; Tarigan,Ari Krisna Mawira. International 
Development Planning Review Journal. https://
doi.org/10.3828/idpr.2021.5 

Policy Brief
Urban Hydro-meteorological Disaster Risk 
Reduction with Nature-based solutions. This 
policy brief is a part of joint research entitled 
“Nature-based Solutions for Urban Disaster 
Mitigation in Middle-Income Countries” in 
collaboration with Sheffield University and 
University of Lincoln, and funding from Royal 
Academy of Engineering, UK.

White Papers 
01 Hydro-meteorological Hazards in Bandung 
City, Indonesia. 
02 Policy Response to Flood Risk Reduction in 
Bandung City. 
These white papers are a part of joint research 
entitled “Nature-based Solutions for Urban 
Disaster Mitigation in Middle-Income Countries” 
in collaboration with Sheffield University and 
University of Lincoln, and funding from Royal 
Academy of Engineering, UK.

Until March 2021, RDI has received 160 interns 
and visiting scholars from more than 40 different 
universities. For further information, visit http://
www.rdi.or.id/internship or contact Maria (maria.
putri@rdi.or.id). 

In April 2021, we will open internships on topics 
related, but not limited to:
1. Urban Refugees
2. Coastal Communities Resilience
3. The Impact of Tsunami towards the Tourism 

and Hospitality Sector
4. COVID-19 National and Regional Policy 

Governance
5. Disaster Management and Climate Change 

Landscape
6. Building Disaster Resilience of the Urban 

Displaced
7. Inclusion of Disability Groups in Disaster 

Risk Management
8. Renewable Energy Projects
9. Grant Unit & Outreach Unit Intern

Announcements New Publications

New Staff

New Partners

New Interns

Awards

Microsave Consulting

Cambodia Institute for Cooperation and Peace


