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Dr Fabrice Renaud (UNU-EHS) was presenting his lecture at RDI on September 2014  

THE FIRST RDI INTERNATIONAL 
INVITED LECTURES SERIES 

R 
DI held three international invited lectures on September 2014. 

On September 8th 2014, RDI held its first international invited 

lecture “The Potential and Opportunity in Wind Energy Develop-

ment” presented by Dr. Giles Stacey from European Commission on Ener-

gy. The second lecture was on September 10th 2014 given by Dr. Joy 

Clancy from University of Twente, the Netherlands.. Her presentation  was 

about  “Understanding and Potential in Biofuels Development“. The third  

international lecture held on September 16th delivered by Dr. Fabrice Re-

noud from UNU-EHS Bonn, Germany, about role of ecosystem for Disas-

ter Risk Management 

International Invited Lecture #1 

Dr. Giles lecture covered general description of wind turbines performance 

and productivity, global production of wind energy and cases of wind ener-

gy harnessing in India and Indonesia. Wind energy is the second highest 

installed energy in the world behind gas. As site characteristic takes im-

portant role to determine the selection of wind farm location, it was later 

revealed that Indonesia is unfortunate for being situated in the area which 

is poorly suitable for wind farm development.  

Wind energy is the second highest installed energy in the world behind 

gas. As site characteristic takes important role to determine the selection 

of wind farm location, it was later revealed that Indonesia is unfortunate for 

being situated in the area which is poorly suitable for wind farm develop-

ment. It was also revealed that both China and India led the wind energy 

development in Asia as they covered more than 90% of the energy devel-

opment. Even though Indonesia is poor of wind, some of places are actual-

ly have suitable wind speed to provide sufficient amount energy for the 

people, such as the wind speed potential in Sumba Island.  
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R 
DI fellow, Dr. Riela Provi Drianda and her colleagues, published their new book 
about children friendly city on September 2014, . To date, the term of children friend-
ly city is still rare for regional/city government, urban planner, event those who are 
involved in the reduction effort of urban development problems. What really is chil-

dren friendly city? Is it a policy? Award? Design concept?  
 
There are so many questions from our colleagues when 
hearing the term of children friendly city. Although the move-
ment to make Indonesia more friendly for children have 
been started for two decades, its amplification is still less 
intense than the negative news in mass media. In the other 
side, there are numbers of public authorities, scholars, and 
practitioners who give their attention and commitment to 
actualize children friendly cities in Indonesia. 
 
This book can be a reference further for those who are inter-
ested to improve Indonesia children access in their living 
environment for learning, contributing, and playing in better 
ways of childhood development.  

International Invited Lecture #2 

Dr. Clancy’s lecture covered general description of the misunderstanding 

in linkage between biofuel and food (in)security, social and environmental 

threats in biofuels, also biofuel production chain development in rural are-

as. The lecture was begun by revealing the hunger issues that has in-

creased significantly in the world since 2007. However at the same time, 

the world had produced more food more than ever before. Data showed 

that when the biofuels production increased, food price would also in-

crease. That condition has made poor people (had limited access to good 

income), couldn’t afford the price. It made food insecurity happened and 

global health would affect because of this phenomenon. The result was 

that people would indicate that there was a linkage between biofuels pro-

duction and food security. However FAO has considered that biofuels is 

one of several factors that make food price increased. There is no empiri-

cal evidence that biofuels production in developing countries has dis-

placed food production (that makes its price went up).  

There are some social and environmental threats in biofuels development. 

In social terms, there is land consolidation. The problem is that small 

farmer tends to selling-up their own land because of the urban/social 

changes in aspirations that assumed that farm land is a wasted/non-

productive land. In environmental terms, people are clearing tropical rain-

forest (for example Indonesia). It makes biodiversity is under threat when 

new plants are considered or plan to expand existing ones. Besides of 

that, biofuels have potency to be developed in rural areas. Biofuels can 

help rural porverty issues like reduction of drudgery, food security, local 

environmental protection, and lack of social services. Small scale biofuels 

development is better because there are more benefit (potential income 

etc) and more effective (for example: Jathropa).  

International Invited Lecture #3 

Dr. Fabrice Renaud promotes ecosystem management as a well-tested 

solution to sustainable development that is being revisited because of its 

inherent “win–win” and “no-regrets” appeal to address rising disaster and 

climate change issues. It can give impact to all elements of the disaster 

risk equation – mitigating hazards, reducing exposure, reducing vulnerabil-

ities and increasing the resilience of exposed communities. Yet, the up-

take of ecosystem-based approaches for disaster risk reduction (DRR) is 

slow despite some very good examples of success stories. There are 

some reason of this: 1) Ecosystem management is occasionally consid-

ered as part of DRR solutions because the environmental and disaster 

management communities typically work separately from each other; 2) Its 

contribution to DRR is highly underrated compared to engineered solu-

tions and thus not attributed appropriate budget allocations; and 3) There 

are poor science–policy interactions on ecosystem-based DRR, which 

have led to unclear and sometimes contradictory scientific information on 

the role of ecosystems in DRR. 

RDI  
RECENT BOOK 

RDI Team with Dr. Joy Clancy RDI Team with Dr. Giles Stacey 
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RDI Researchers at  
International Conferences 

O 
n September 2014, RDI team joined two international 
conferences in Indonesia: International Symposium on 
Sustainability Science in Bandung and Cities on Volca-
noes (CoV) 8 conferences in Yogyakarta. Another re-

lated even was our fellow, Dr. Saut Sagala, participation at Inter-
national Training Course on Disaster Management of Cultural 

Heritage in Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan. 

The fist conference was organized by Padjajaran University in 
Bandung. Four RDI researchers, Elisabeth Rianawati, Efraim 
Sitinjak, Dodon Yamin, Fernando Situngkir, and Praditya Ad-
hitama attended this three days seminar. Fernando Situngkir, 
presented “Spatial Model of Wetland Use Change and Flood Oc-
currence in Residential Areas”. Dodon Yamin, presented his re-
search result entitled “Household Vulnerability to Environmental 
Change: Examining Adaptive Capacity of Households of Flood 
Risks in Palembang”. Elisabeth Rianawati, RDI Director,  deliv-
ered her presentation about  “Wildfires and Climate Change, a 
Vicious Cycle”. Efraim Sitinjak presented our new area of re-
seach, about “Resilience and Sister City concept in Indonesia ifor 
facing the Climate Change”. The last presenter was Praditya Ad-
hitama who presented our research about “Green Infrastructure 
Implementation in Flood Mitigation Context (Case Study: Flood 

Canals in Semarang)”. 

The second conference, Cities on Volcanoes 8, attended by  two 
of RDI’s researchers: Ramanditya Wimbardana and Alpian Angga 
Pratama. It was held by The International Association of Volcanol-
ogy and Chemistry of the Earth's Interior (IAVCEI) and Gajah 
Mada University incorporating with Geological Agency (Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral),  Sleman Regency and Yogyakarta Province. 
Those two RDI researchers were taking part on this conference in 
order to disseminate their research finding about current research 
on Merapi Volcano. Ramanditya presented his research about 
“Community Resilience to Recover from Economic Losses after 
the 2010 Eruption of Mount Merapi, Indonesia”. His research in-
tended to investigate how the local community residing around 
Mount Merapi flanks could recover from the economic impacts of 

the 2010 eruptions. Mr. Alpian presented about networks and 
innovation in tourism village as strategies for living in harmony 
with active volcanoes (case study: Pentingsari village tourism, 
Sleman, Yogyakarta, Indonesia). His research examined to what 
extent the role of each actor in their innovation and networking in 

managing tourism village as living with harmony strategies.  

Dr. Saut Sagala attended Training Course on Disaster Manage-
ment of Cultural Heritage in Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan 
from 6th to 22nd September 2014. This training was intended to 
build the institutional capacity needed to formulate comprehen-
sive risk management plans that are based on the characteristics 
of cultural heritage and nature of hazards in the regional context. 
Dr. Saut Sagala proposed Gedung Sate, one of heritage buildings 
in Bandung, West Java, as a case study for disaster management 
of cultural heritage in Indonesia. He met and shared experience 
with various experts on disaster management and cultural herit-
age around the world, such from Ecuador, New Zealand, Croatia, 

etc.  

Ramanditya Wimbardana was presenting his research at Cities on Volcano 8, on September 2014, in Yogyakarta, Indonesia  

Saut Sagala (top left) was attending field visit at Ki-

yomizudera Temple ,Kyoto, during his training course on 

Disaster Management of Cultural Heritage held by 

Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan  
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O 
n Thursday, September 11 2014, two RDI researchers, Ramanditya Wimbardana and Alpian Angga Pramata visited RDI part-
ners, Sahabat Lahan Indonesia (SLI) or Land Care Indonesia. On the previous month, SLI visited RDI office. Both institutions 
agreed to joint cooperation in the renewable energy topics. RDI will support SLI in the matter of research; SLI will help RDI 
about sharing SLI’s experience in the practical context about community empowerment and easily understood by the communi-

ty. To follow up this cooperation, RDI researchers visited SLI office in Yogyakarta and SLI’s project station in Selo, northern part of Mount 
Merapi, Central Java. First of all, RDI visited SLI’s project station in Selo to explore what can be observed and studied around the area. 
Any kind of potential research that can be develop starting from biogas installation, biogas procurement, tourism village, water shortage, 
planting technique in the sloping land, crop rotation were observed.  On the following day, we visited SLI secretariat in Yogyakarta. This 
activity was a reciprocal visit which has been done previously by SLI. On this occasion, we agreed to joint collaboration and share our 
values in the future. Hopefully our noble aims can be realized and make a positive impact for the communities around Merapi in particular 

and Indonesia in general. 

R 
DI welcomed Katja Brudiers, a visiting scholar from Arizona State University (ASU), the Unit-
ed States of America, on October - December 2014, . She is the Community-University Liai-
son for the Decision Center for a Desert City and the School of Sustainability at ASU. She 
received her M.Sc. in Geography from the University of Zürich, Switzerland. Her research 

interest focuses on the collaboration between scholars and practitioners in the areas of sustainable 
urban development, decision making under uncertainty, and social processes of integration and segre-

gation. 

Currently, she is conducting her PhD research entitled Post Disaster Recovery as Window of Op-
portunity in Aceh (Indonesia), Filipina and Christchurch (New Zealand). The goal of her doctoral 
research project is to learn how disasters and post-disaster recovery create opportunities for sus-
tainable development and how these opportunities can be seized during the post -disaster recov-
ery. To achieve this goal, she is visiting Indonesia to take data in Aceh as well as to gain and 
share with RDI team members who have experience in this topic. RDI team assisted her research 
in term of both substances and administration requirements during her visit in Indonesia.  
 

International 
Visiting Scholar 
(Oct-Dec 2014) 

Ms. Katja Brundiers 
PhD Student - School of Sustaina-
bility, Arizona State University, US 

Office: Jalan Imperial II No. 52 Bandung,  
West Java, Indonesia 40135 

Phone: +622 225 36574  
 Email: rdi@rdi.or.id 

Website: rdi.or.id  

For further information, please 
visit our website   

RDI Visiting Its Partner:  
Sahabat Lahan Indonesia 

Alpian Angga Pratama (top right) was meeting with SLI Director and Manager at SLI office in Sleman, Yogyakarta, Indonesia 

This newsletter was authored by Efraim Sitinjak and Ramanditya Wimbardana 


