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Preview of research surveys conducted by RDI in Selo, Semarang, North Jakarta, and Garut, Indonesia. 

News 

F 
or the last two months, RDI has conducted four 
research surveys in several region in Indonesia, 
which are Boyolali District, Semarang City, 

North Jakarta, and Garut City. Every site has different 
research theme related to RDI’s research interest, such 
as sustainable energy, disaster management, and envi-
ronment planning.  

On August 29th until July 1st, 2015, RDI conducted a 
survey at Selo Sub-District, Boyolali. The topic for this 
researcg is "The Application of Biogas as an Energy 
Resource in Rural Areas". We found that the applica-
tion of biogas in this region is good enough. They are 
now able to reduce the usage of firewood as an energy 
resource after having biogas in their homes. This sur-
vey involved one of RDI institution partner, Sahabat 

Lahan Indonesia (SLI). In addition, the survey team 
also involved one of RDI intern, Zakaria, undergradu-
ate student fromUniversity of Twente.  

Survey in Semarang was conducted in 10-13 August 
2015 to investigate community vulnerability related to 
water. The research entitled Community Vulnerability 
to Water Sector due to Climate Change in Semarang 
Urban Area.  

Survey conducted in the North Jakarta area was a re-
search collaboration between RDI with Indonesian 
Science Institute (LIPI). This survey was conducted 
from 15 to 18 September 2015. The location for this 
survey is Kapuk Muara and Pluit  Village. Based on 
the findings, each of regions already have their own 
way to face floods. In Kapuk Muara Village, they 
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already have a community organization that does have a focus 

on disaster, named “Kampung Siaga Bencana”. While in Pluit 

Village, a big dike previously created by one large apartments 

in the region has helped the reduction of floods impact in this 

area. RDI last survey conducted in the third quartal of this 

year, from 4th to 6th September 2015 was a survey at Cipanas, 

Garut District. This research focuses on "Economic Resilience 

of Tourism Sector within Disaster of Guntur Volcano".  Hope-

fully from these research, RDI can broaden the knowledge re-

garding sustainable living in Indonesia.  

Michael Hall, 
University of 
Canterbury, 
New Zealand   

Title : Tourism in Asia Themes and Issue 

in Environmental Change . 

It was said that there is a mutually 

reinforcing relationship betweem 

tourism and transport systems, both 

within and between urban systems. 

Tourism activity not only has given a 

huge positive impact for economic devel-

opment, but also downsides in terms of 

emissions, biotic transfer, and habitat 

loss. He has came up with an alternative 

for the previous sustainable tourism 

concept, explained in the lecture. 

REINHARD 
Mechler & 
Junko 
Mochizuki, 

IIASA, Austria  
Title : Understanding and Bolstering 

Flood Resilience: Insights from The 

Zurich Flood Resilience Alliance 

Projects . 

This lecture has enlightened us about 

the need for transformation to over-

come the increasing of flood and other 

disaster, the need of engagement of 

private sector, civil society and aca-

demic community, and lastly is an ex-

ample of a Novel partnership and ap-

proach to resilience.  
 

Taufik 
Jeremias, 
Oxfam GB  
Title : Water, Sanitation, and 

Hygiene during Humanitarian Assistance. 

Top priorities for WASH elements in a 

humanitarian response should be provid-

ing sufficient quantities of safe water, 

arrangement of basic sanitation, and pro-

moting good hygiene behavior. It includes 

providing hygienic sanitation facilities, 

protecting water supplies from contami-

nation, providing water that is safe for 

cooking and other essential hygiene pur-

poses, ensuring that people have contain-

ers to obtain and store water cleanly, and 

distributing soap, water purification tab-

lets and family water kits, and awareness 

surrounding proper hygienic habits in 

emergencies. 

Jon Lovett,  
Leeds University  
Title : Energy Garden. 

In general, the lecture explains how energy Garden is a con-

cept developed to promote the utilization of biofuel as re-

sponse to scarcity of fossil fuel and the high demand for its 

supply while contribute to reduction of GHG.  

Energy Garden is a solution to energy scarcity in small area, 

such as a group of community in rural area since Energy 

Garden offers less competition with food since it only needs 

small piece of land such as boundaries, shade, field bunds or 

even footpath and local roads. 

Ari Tarigan,  
Cofely Fabricom, Norway 
Title : Reducing Individual Carbon Footprint Us-

ing Travel Behavior Technique for Sustainable 

Transportation: Public Acceptance, Attitude, and Knowledge 

towards Hydrogen Energy Vehicle Introduction . 

His lecture  introduces the implementation of sustainable 

transportation in some places. This project resulted in several 

conclusions the back yard factor does influence the degree of 

the relations; support for hydrogen vehicles have decreased 

somewhat between 2006 and 2009; willingness to pay for hy-

drogen was decreased; and most people think they will drive 

on petrol and diesel also in 2012. 

July - August 2015 I N V I T E D  L E C T U R E S 
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V O I C E   O F   M E M B E R S  

I got my PhD admission since 

2008/2009 admission exercise 

of Abuja University, roughly 6-

7 years now, with the aim to 

investigate the activities of het-

erogeneous catalysts in the con-

version of vegetable oil to bio-

diesel, and also to en-

courage the use local 

materials as catalyst pre-

cursors in biodiesel pro-

ducing industries. Thank 

God there are a lot of free pub-

lications in the internet which 

guided me thor-

oughly to achieving 

my aim. I contacted 

a lot of Professors 

and experienced 

Doctors from vari-

ous institutions 

around the world, in the field 

related to my study. At least, I 

can now discuss the 

behaviors of homoge-

neous, heterogeneous 

and enzymatic cata-

lysts on the conver-

sion of vegetable oil 

to biodiesel, remem-

ber what that Professor said, up 

at the beginning of this write-

up. My external examiner com-

mented on my discussion, re-

marking it as very good, I was 

happy with that but I know 

what I went through; the dalli-

ance, cancellation of fixed 

dates, sometimes financial con-

straint. I made good time 

out of such situations to 

make facts from my study 

for the discussion. Finally, 

the most amazing think 

was they call me Doctor 

Aminu. 

EXPERIENCE GATHERED FROM MY Ph.D PROGRAM 

Dr. Aminu Haruna Isa / Usmanu Danfodiyo University, RDI Fellow 

This September will be a new beginning of a new 

experience for me. After finished my master and my 

research in RDI, I decided to work as an NGO 

Worker in Jakarta. This NGO, Wahana Visi Indone-

sia, is an NGO that focuses on services for children 

and communities especially in health and education 

and has established in Indonesia for more than 30 

years. 

In Wa-

hana Visi 

Indonesia, 

I work as 

a Project Officer on a project with alacrity name SiGAP 

(Strengthening Government's Ability towards Disaster Prepared-

ness). This project is a program designed to assist the BPBD Ja-

karta, as well as to increase communities' resilience to cope with 

flood disasters. 

Experience and knowledge from RDI significantly 

help me in my current job. The knowledge from RDI 

in disaster risk reduction (DRR), community resil-

ience and contingency plan is a valuable asset for me 

to quickly understand and catching up with this job. 

Obviously, there are different working patterns be-

tween 

research 

and NGO 

workers.  

One of 

them is the requirement in practical steps and actions that can be 

applied in society and government. But with knowledge from 

RDI in hand, the practical understanding is now easier for me. 

WORKING IN NGO, IMPLEMENTING RESEARCH KNOWLEDGE 

Efraim Sitinjak / Project Officer of Wahana Visi  Indonesia, Former Researcher of RDI 

Never having visited Asia before, what better 

country to go to than Indonesia? Rays of the sun 

beaming through the windows every day, wild-

life innocently creeping up from all corners of 

the room and people as friendly and affable as 

you have never seen afore—especially in Selo, a 

small mountainous village we visited to carry 

out a field survey. Via the minor ‘Sustainable 

Development in Developing Countries’ at the 

University of Twente I decided to intern at RDI 

for two months and, as a Mechanical Engineering major, broaden 

my horizons by getting a taste of the social sciences in the con-

text of sustainable development. This field survey was carried out 

in pursuance of assessing the economic benefits of installing 

household-sized biogas digesters in a rural area. Next to enjoying 

the view of the rocky landscape, the crunchiness of the cookies 

and the sweetness of the tea, I have learned how simple biogas 

digesters can significantly impact the lives of farmer households, 

yet may still underperform due to a lack of awareness on simple 

matters that could easily augment the effectiveness of a digester. 

Coming from an engineering background, I have 

realized that sustainable development is not 

merely developing the technology, but also doing 

working policy-making and especially awareness 

raising. Harking back to my activities at RDI – I 

have written a paper under the supervision of Dr. 

Sagala, attended lectures on a variety of subjects, 

such as sustainable transportation, the Energy 

Garden and internal displacement, and connected 

with a wonderful group of people. A people I had 

never met before, yet leaving them feels as though parting from 

family. Even though limited in number, my days were spent most 

wisely. It seemed like yesterday when I arrived here with my 

broken suitcases, as heavy as lead, worn out, yet ready for that 

adventure that has now come to an end. I highly recommend this 

experience to anyone interested, be it for obtaining school credits 

or not! Working here has been highly beneficial and a fantastic 

experience all in all, and, if I could, I would have stayed a lot 

longer. 

Zakaria Tazi Hnyine 

University of Twente, 

RDI Intern 
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For further information, please 
visit our website   

www.rdi.or.id 
This newsletter was authored by Adzani A. Ameridyani 

Published Papers 

We would gladly welcome our new interns: 

M Ihsan, Ferry Irawan, and Rizky 

Ramadhan, 

Students from Indonesia Education University 

our visiting scholar: 

Nsikan Ekwere, 

Graduate student from University of 

Parahyangan, lecturer of Department of 

Business Administration, Uyo City Polytechnic, 

Nigeria 

and also our new fellow:  

 Adilla Isfandiary, 

Graduate student from University of Leeds. 

 
 
 

GRANT ACHIEVEMENT 

RDI has successfully achieved AuthorAID Workshop-Grant. With support from  

International Network for The Availability of Science Publication (INASP), RDI will hold 

proposal writing workshop entitled Competitive Proposal Writing Workshop at 

Widyatama University (Utama), 19-20 November 2015. This workshop aims to share a 

knowledge that related to proposal writing and other skills to achieve grant. Workshop material will 

be presented by Dr. Saut Sagala and Dr. Jonatan Lassa.  

AWARDS 
RDI would like to announce and to congratulate RDI researchers that recently have been awarded 

for scholarship, conference grants, and training grants. 

 Alpian Angga Pratama, New Zealand Scholarship to continue his master degree at University 

of Canterbury, New Zealand 

 Elisabeth Rianawati, full grant from ICSU for 4th International Workshop on Psychological 

Intervention After Disasters Presentation in Taipei, Taiwan 

 Saut Sagala, full grant from Newton Fund and British Council for presentation at "Workshop on 

Decentralised Sustainable Energy for Wider Indonesia - Towards Energy Security and Independence"   in 

Yogyakarta 

RDI New Fellows 

We would proudly congratulate our members that have 

successfully published their papers: 

Drianda, Provi, R., Kinoshita, I., Said, I. The Impact of Bandung City's 

Rapid Development on children's Independent Mobility and Access to 

Friendly Play Environments. Children & Society (2014). 

Tarigan, A., Sagala, S. Samsura, D., Fiisabiilillah, D., Simarmata, 

H., Nababan, M. Bandung City Profile, Indonesia, Cities Journal (2016). 

 


