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D 
ecember 5th-7th 2017, Ramanditya Wimbardana, RDI re-
search fellow, was invited to attend ASEAN Forum on Urban 
Resilience to Climate Change and Disaster Risk in Laoag City, 
Philippines. The forum was a part of the celebration of 

ASEAN 50th Anniversary held in the Philippines and it was attended by 
10 country members from Southeast Asia, India, Japan, and Bangla-
desh.   

Here Ramanditya delivered his research entitled "Empowering Urban 
Stakeholders Capacity for Governing Low Emission Development through 
Transnational Municipal Networks: A Case Study of Bogor City, Indone-
sia.” The research studied how collaboration (with transnational mu-
nicipal network) is beneficial only for certain entities who work closely 
with [transnational municipal networks like] ICLEI or have top priority 
programs in low emission development.  

The forum emphasized the importance of regional collaboration 
among ASEAN stakeholders. In the future, the region is going to be 
more connected and the sustainability problem should be addressed 
through regional cooperation. To pursue this objective, ASEAN aca-
demia should collaborate to provide evidence-based policy.  Partici-
pants also had a the opportunity to visit the largest wind farm in South-
east Asia that covers 600 Ha of land. The renewable energy project is 
more than enough to fulfill electricity demand of Ilocos Norte.   

ASEAN Forum on Urban Resilience to Climate 
Change and Disaster Risk  

Forum Participants 

Visit to Ilocos Norte Wind Farm 

Ramanditya Poster Presentation 



 

The Importance Of Local Perspective Lecture by Thomas Lovett 
Urban and Regional Planning Department of UNIKOM, Bandung, invited researchers 

of RDI to present the outlines of RDI’s vision, current research, and the programme of 

interns. Thomas Guy Lovett—RDI Intern from Leiden University—as invited to talk 

about his own research and his perspectives on both anthropology and the im-

portance of taking into consideration local perspectives and understandings before 

the implementations of schemes or strategies.  Tom related his findings to the urban 

environment by utilising the RDI study of the Feasibility of the Biodigester pro-

gramme in Bandung. He explained that if there had been a proper qualitative study 

done before the implementation of the programme, then perhaps there would have 

been more success.  

MoU Signing with LP3I Polytechnic Bandung  
RDI was invited by LP3I Polytechnic Bandung to signed MoU for institutional partner-

ship to provide further employment and internship opportunities to LP3I ’s graduates. 

This event was held as part of graduation ceremony of LP3I Diploma III students in 

Hotel Harris, Festival Citylink, Bandung on Wednesday, 4 October 2017. The event 

was welcomed by Head of APTISI (Association of Indonesian Private Universities), 

Prof. Dr. Ir. H. M Budi Djatmiko, M.Si., MEI., that gave welcoming note on the im-

portance of vocational education in Indonesia. This event also attended by LP3I ’s 

prospective institutional partners.The event was an opportunity for RDI, to strength-

en RDI’s partnership with LP3I and also to meet other institution partners of LP3I.  

Three Days Training on Planetary health 

in Cebu, Philippines   

On 11 to 13 October, Elisabeth Rianawati attended the three days 
training on planetary health in Cebu, Philippines. The event was held 
by Rockefeller sponsorship through UNU-IIHG and University of Phil-
ippines Cebu. The speakers covered topics that help the participant 
to understand the basic definition of planetary health and how it 
should be mainstreamed into different sector of development. The 
main focus however is to introduce the SDG`s to the participants and 
to remind them that every step of state`s development program or 
even individual research should be connected to the SDG`s indica-
tors.  Overall the training has been a wonderful platform of interac-
tion between the participants  and  plenty time discussion time.  

Asean Coordinating Centre for Humani-
tarian Assistance (AHA-Centre) as Visit
A regional meeting of GNDR was held at Evergreen Place Hotel in 

Bangkok, 22-24 August 2017. The meeting was attended by delega-

tion from Philippines, Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia and Global 

Board of GNDR, Regional Hub of GNDR and GNDR Advisor. The 

role of RDI in this meeting was as a Regional Steering Group. To-

gether with YEU (Yogyakarta), RDI represented Indonesia Civil 

Society Organization on disaster reduction. The meeting was suc-

cessful, coming up with several points to follow up until the year 

2020, including proposed activities at national and regional level. 

At this meeting, RDI was represented by Saut Sagala.  

Staff Enhancement Program on Waste Management   
One of RDI fellows, Jatmiko Wahyudi, had an opportunity to attend the BAPPENAS 

Staff Enhancement Program 2017 which took place from October 2nd – 27th, 2017 and 

held at Temple University Japan. The program was run under The Professional Human 

Resource Development Project funded by Japan International Cooperation Agency 

(JICA). The program addressed Japanese and International best practice of communi-

ty-based waste management. Various modern methods and procedures for receiving, 

processing, and recycling various kinds of waste were observed.  The program 

showed many aspect of waste management in Japan that were legal framework, life 

cycle assessment, circular economy, municipal solid waste and converting waste to 

energy.   



 

Marta Mori 
RDI Intern, NOHA Association Universities  

Interning at RDI was my first working experience as future humanitarian practition-

er. It gave me the precious opportunity to be introduce to the research and 

knowledge building world which is behind any effective and efficient relief opera-

tion. Moreover the welcoming and family-like atmosphere that the RDI team, espe-

cially my research supervisor, created around me helped me feeling confident and 

allow me to grow a professional network which is the starting point for a successful 

career in the humanitarian sector. I think the success of RDI is giving young people 

a great deal of independence in how to conduct their research, thus the opportuni-

ty to experience the ownership of a project and the responsibility of your work and 

your words. RDI gave me the first professional block in a future path made of learn-

ing and growing.  

Tom Lovett 
RDI Intern, Leiden University 

My three-month role as a research intern at RDI was a very positive, 

interesting and productive experience. I spent my internship research-

ing and writing a working paper on the potential for analysing why 

smallholders choose particular land management techniques. During 

my time at RDI there were several events in which I presented both my 

current and previous research. I found these seminar sessions very 

useful, as it allowed the group to be aware of individual projects, to 

discuss them and collectively think about the future lines of research. 

The staff at RDI are very warm and welcoming, and are more than will-

ing to share skills and expertise.  would highly recommend an intern-

ship at RDI for anyone looking to work, or collaborate, with an organi-

sation that aims to study how to implement realistic, innovative and 

sustainable solutions to environmental and social problems.  

Umar Al Faruq 
RDI Staff, University of Oslo 

Spending my first semester in Oslo is certainly a huge learning 

curve for me. In my department, Human Geography, there is 

little class time, but a lot of individual studying is expected – 

being independent is an important factor in this. The academic 

environment is definitely very different than the ones I was told 

in the Netherlands or the UK; Norwegians are generally more 

reclusive, so you have to try very hard to be friends with them. 

Although Norwegians can speak English, Norwegian is still spo-

ken more generally and this results in less “international” set-

tings than in the latter countries. Having worked at RDI helped 

me ease into this process, especially on reading academic pa-

pers and writing; though there are still many new things I had to 

learn by myself and struggle with. Studying social science, I feel 

that the current mainstream research discourse in Indonesia is 

still very technocratic and lacking in social theories, and I hope 

that I can help contribute to that.  
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Until December 2017, RDI received 41 interns from 18 different universities, 
and have seen their capabilities increased as researchers. We are now look-
ing for highly motivated interns who are eager to get some research experi-
ences. In 2018, we open internships on topics related to:  

 
(1) Forest Fire; (2) Children & Social Protection;  

(3) Rural Biogas Adoption; (4) Urban Biogas Adoption;  
(5) Energy Security; (6) Geopark Tourism;  

(7) Online Transportation; (8) Education in Emergency. 
 
Interns at Resilience Development Initiative will be faced with many 
prominent research studies ranging from national to international 
scale.  Internship period is January—June 2018. 
For further information, visit http://www.rdi.or.id/internship 

LP3i Polytechnic 
Bandung 
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RDI Would like to announce and congratulate that RDI members 
have been awarded for  graduation, conference grants, and 
training grants throughout the year  

 Muhammad Musyafa Syahbid for being accepted as an Urban  
Mobility Researcher in Gojek Indonesa. 

 Melyani Zantika Dewi and Muhammad Agil Abdussalam for 
graduating  from LP3i  Polytechnic Bandung. 

 Dr. Saut Sagala for participating in “Regional Workshop of Global 
Network of Civil Society Organisations for Disaster Reduction 
(GNDR)” on 4-6 December, at Yogyakarta. 

 Kirana Nadhila for attending “1st International Workshop on 
Biomass for Biofuel (IWBB)” conducted by Indonesian Institute of 
Sciences (LIPI) on 19 October 2017. 

 Muh. Adryan Sasongko for participating and presenting in “2nd 
International Conference on Rural Development and Community 
Empowerment” in CRCS ITB and Patra Comfort Bandung Hotel. 
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