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I 
n July—August,  RDI team went to Sumba Island to study and 
asses the Sumba Iconic Island development. The Sumba Iconic 
Island (SII) development involved many government and non-
government stakeholders, including communities. One of the 

issues and research question development was how gender changes 
due to the renewable energy existence.  

RDI team went to the field, talked with government agencies (Local 
Planning Agency, Women Empowerment Agency), local NGOs, Private 
Company and communities. The distance from the capitals of the dis-
tricts was far since villages are located scattered all over Sumba. 

The consultations which RDI conducted is reviewed the existence of 
products will increase family economic productivity and open oppor-
tunity for women entrepreneurship. Before program intervention, 
women and men cannot do anything at night because limited of light-
ing. By the existence of lantern, women have more time in the night 
to make woven cloth or making cake and children can study at night. 
Men also more productive. They went to fishing at night or make 
handicraft for cleaver (parang) case. This economic productive activi-
ty could increase family income. Most of men in Sumba island worked 
as farmer, meanwhile income from selling corps is not much. So this 
intervention really helps community in Sumba to improve their family 
income also welfare. This program also gives training related to gen-
der mainstreaming and business model.  

V o l  3  J u l y  –  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8  

Gender and Renewable Energy as New  
Opportunity for Women Entrepreneurship 

RDI Researchers Visited Sumba, East Nusa Tenggara Province  
Rizkita Mardea Nurdiantara with women  and  local community in Sumba, East Nusa Tenggara 

Gender Workshop  

RDI Team in Sumba  
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National Meeting of Civil Society Organizations in Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

On August 28th, RDI staff members attended a meeting in 

Jakarta conducted by Yakkum Emergency Unit (YEU). The 

meeting was conducted to build partnerships and collabora-

tion between various civil society organizations that operat-

ed in disaster risk reduction in Indonesia, and members of 

GNDR, of which RDI and YEU are included in. In addition, the 

meeting provided explanation regarding the GNDR program 

and extended invitations to organizations which were not 

members of GNDR. The meeting was attended by representa-

tives of more than 15 civil society organizations that are ex-

perienced in disaster risk reduction, most of which are cur-

rently not members of GNDR.   

Symposium of Air Pollution Impact on Health and Its Solutions to 
Ensure Children Protection 

On 31 July 2018, RDI participated on Symposium of Air Pollution Impact and Its Solutions to Ensure 

Children Protection hosted by by Bappenas, UNICEF Indonesia, Provincial Government of Jakarta, 

and Vital Strategies. The panelist are Dr. Agus Dwi Susanto, Sp.P (K), Professor Amadeo D’Angiulli, 

and Professor Bin Jalaludin. From the presentations, it can be concluded that air pollutions effect 

on health at different life stage such as reduced growth on prenatal stage, preterm birth and low 

birth and low birth weight on birth stage, decreased lung growth and function (including pneumo-

nia) on early childhood, and chronic respiratory and cardiovascular disease on life-long impacts.   

Collaboration Meeting With IFS-SEARCA Research Team In Bangkok  
On July 23-25th, 2018 Elisabeth Rianawati went to Bangkok to attend collaboration meeting with IFS-

SEARCA research team. The collaboration meeting was conducted to overview progress of current 

research funded by IFS-SEARCA. The topic is on "Development of Renewable Energy from Rice Husk 

to Mitigate Effects of Climate Change". The team members came from five different countries in 

South East Asia, bringing together regional perspective to the research finding. The team members 

are Dr. Bridgid Lai Fui Chin (Malaysia), Dr. Pornkamol Unrean (Thailand) and Elisabeth Rianawati 

(Indonesia), the team is led by Dr. Menandro N. Acda (Philippines).  

Internal Lessons Learned Workshop  

On the 16th of July, RDI conducted an internal Lesson Learned workshop. The workshop was attend-
ed by all the staff members, including the junior researchers, senior officers and managers, and the 
Director of RDI, Mrs. Elisabeth Rianawati. The purpose of the workshop was to strip down project 
components in order to further discuss what had gone well or not well, what were the challenges 
faced and improvements that could be applied, and what lessons we learned from the projects. The 
disassembly was done on a project-to-project basis. The workshop encouraged staffers to reflect on 
our capacity, tasks, and outcome of whichever projects we were a part of, and openly debate our 
opinions.   

Lecture By Dr. Dimas  
Bayu Endrayana 
RDI,  7 September 2018 

Dr Dimas Bayu Endrayana was 
invited to speak about Travel Be-
havior in Wider Perspective.  The 
presentation was based on trans-
portation sector about how to 
solve congestion or how to shift 
people to use public transport. 

Lecture By  
Ivan Butar, Ph.D. 
RDI,  31 August 2018 

Ivan Butar, Ph. D.  gave a lecture 
on his research  about servant 
leadership.  He  theorize that serv-
ant leadership contributes to or-
ganizational citizenship behavior 
by fostering other-focused, self-
sacrificial behavior.  

Lecture By Dr. Simon Yanuar 
Putra 
RDI,  13 September 2018 

Dr. Simon Yanuar Putra was invit-
ed to speak about Urban Resili-
ence Consultancy: an Overview of 
Surbana Jurong Capabilities in 
Resilience Development  

During Presentation  

Elisabeth Rianawati  with IFS -
SEARCA Team  

During Discussion  

During Symposium  

Lombok Earthquake Knowledge Management Center 
Not long after the initial earthquake hit Lombok Island, RDI generated a knowledge manage-

ment page dedicated to providing news updates and data management in our official website. 

We acquired the data from our partners that were deployed in the region. The page sheds light 

on the number of people as well as the various sectors of the local infrastructure that were 

affected by the earthquake, with particular focus on the education sector. The data is collected 

from different governmental agencies and non-governmental organizations that are involved in 

the relief, rebuilding, and rehabilitation process. The data collected span from the initial relief 

period, when the province was still in a declared state of emergency, up to the rebuilding and 

rehabilitation process, so as to provide a glimpse into how various parties approach the rebuild-

ing efforts. We hope the data acquired could be used for further research into Lombok earth-

quake disaster management.  For further information, visit  www.rdi.or.id/lombok  
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Voice of Members 

Valentina Sari Kirana 
RDI Intern, Parahyangan Catholic University 

Working in RDI as an intern has been a great experience. There were new things to learn and relearn, and my 

supervisors are both kind and knowlegeable enough to provide support in the research I conducted. Interning 

here has been especially helpful for me, since I'm learning new things about writing and analysis right as I'm 

working on my final thesis. In addition, the working environment is welcoming and supportive, and encourages 

me to try and do my best at the office. I'm grateful for the opportunity to have worked at RDI and am sure that 

what I've learned here would be greatly beneficial in the future.  

Participating in Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Governance 

Seminar, Bangkok 
Praditya Adhitama, RDI Research Specialist 

On 24th and 25th of September, I got the opportunity to attend the 2018 Southeast Asia Disas-

ter Risk Governance Seminar located in Bangkok, Thailand. It was a collaborative conference 

held by IFRC, RDI and hosted by Thammasat University. With the spirit of increasing 

knowledge to better deal with disaster issues in ASEAN, the event tries to bridge the gaps 

between academician and practitioners through interactive discussion. Many lessons were 

coming from Philippine, Indonesia, and Thailand, covering the topic of disaster management 

finance, technological approach in disaster governance, incorporating gender inclusivity with-

in disaster management activities and critics on disaster-related policies. Involved in such an 

inspiring even has increased my knowledge and broadened my view on disaster management 

efforts that have been done by ASEAN countries in general. Each country has their own way 

of dealing with natural disaster issues in the respective country. With this exposure, I hope 

cross-sectoral and multination partnership could be strengthened which lead to better disas-

ter policies arrangement and implementation in ASEAN.  

Participating in National Meeting of Civil Society Organization  
on Disaster Risk Reduction, Jakarta 
Jeeten Kumar, RDI Research Officer 

On August 28th, Sania and I had the opportunity of attending a National Meeting of Civil Society Or-

ganizations on Disaster Risk Reduction in Jakarta. The meeting was conducted by our good friends at 

Yakkum Emergency Unit (YEU) and was attended by various civil society organizations, of which 

some were admirably from the grassroots level. The meeting represented my first foray into the 

world of disaster management. I got to see first hand how different organizations and entities ap-

proached the issue, voiced their concerns, and addressed immediate needs in regards to disaster 

management. Although I personally can't say much on the issue due to my limited knowledge and 

dissimilar background, I can say that reducing the risk to disasters is at the forefront of everybody's 

minds, and given the required amount of resources and support, it would only be a matter of time 

where we would see considerable progress disaster risk reduction in Indonesia.  

Visiting Sumba Island 
Husnul Aris Alberdi , RDI Project Manager 

It was  really a nice experience to visit Sumba Island. The unique culture and environment really 

influence how we conducted the survey related to renewable energy development research. I 

visited several places that become the seed of renewable energy development in Sumba Island 

such as Kamanggih Village. They have several renewable energy resources to fulfill their energy 

needs such as microhydro, wind, and solar. it was exposure to me to see how community in 

remote area with really limited infrastructure such as road, electricity, and water to initiate 

their community to develop more. Hopefully, I could also contributed in this renewable energy 

development in Sumba island. 
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Hasriadi Masalam PH. D. 

University of Alberta 

Dr. Nino Viartasiwi 

Pillar Data Indonesia Research and Consulting 

Yani Wulandari 

Institute of Technology Bandung 

Wildan Ghiffary 

Global Fishing Watch 

Dr. Yuti Ariani Fatimah 

Institute of Technology Bandung 

Dr.Adi Papa Pandarangga 

Wira Wacana University 

 

Teresa Retno Arsanti 

Parahyangan Catholic University 

Ichsan Hafiz L. 

Parahyangan Catholic University 

Dinda Ayu Sagita 

Institute of Technology Bandung 

Reza Pebrianti 

LP3I Polytechnic Bandung 

Anita Yusrita Dwi 

LP3I Polytechnic Bandung 

 

Anastasia Noer Algustie 

Parahyangan Catholic University 

Valetina Sari Kirana 

Parahyangan Catholic University 

Lucy Bongiovanni 

RMIT Melbourne, Australia 

Nathan Harper 

Curtin University 

Thomas Sullivan 

RMIT Melbourne, Australia 

Tamara Verus 

University of  New South Wales  

Isabella Neal Shaw 

University of Sydney 

For further information, 
visit our website www.rdi.or.id 

This newsletter was authored by Anastasia Noer Algustie  

Until 2017, RDI received 60 interns from 18 different universities, and 
have seen their capabilities increased as researchers. We are now look-
ing for highly motivated interns who are eager to get some research 
experiences. In 2018, we open internships on topics related to: 
 

(1) Bandung Seismic City; (2) Bio-digester Innovation for Biogas;  
(3) Child Protection; (4) Gender Equality;  

(5) Renewable Energy as an Opportunity for Livelihood;  
(6) Urban Heat Island; and (7) Hygiene Management in School 

(8) Lombok and Palu Disasters Management 
 
Interns at Resilience Development Initiative will be faced with many 
prominent research studies ranging from national to international 
scale.  Internship period is November 2018 - January 2019. 
For further information, visit http://www.rdi.or.id/internship 

2018-2019 Internship Opportunity 

New Publication and Working Paper 
 

Adhitama, P. and Sagala, S. (2018) “Towards Disaster Resilience: The role 
of Multi Donor Trust Fund for Indonesia Disaster Risk Manage-

ment”, Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Governance Academic Seminar 

Sagala, S., Wimbardana, R., Siregar, R. and Wardi, N. (2018) “What are the 
gaps in the implementation of climate change adaptation financing in In-

donesia?” Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Governance Academic Seminar 

Wulandari, Y., Mardea, R., Sagala, S. (2018) “Recognizing Women and 
Marginalized Communities’ Perspective in Disaster Risk Reduction. Case 

Study: Bandar Lampung City, Indonesia", Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Gov-
ernance Academic Seminar 

RDI would like to announce and congratulate that RDI mem-
bers have been awarded for  graduation, conference grants, 
and training grants throughout the year  

• Saut Sagala, Praditya Adhitama, and Yasmina Wulandari 
for participating in Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Governance 
Academic Seminar in Bangkok, Thailand 

• Elisabeth Rianawati for participating in  Collaboration Meeting with 
IFS-SEARCA Research Team in Bangkok, Thailand 

• Jeeten Bhagnani and Sania Septiani for participating in National 
Meeting of Civil Society Organizations in Disaster Risk Reduction, in 
Jakarta, Indonesia 

• Yasmina Wulandari for being accepted as Program Officer in Muslim 
Aid Indonesia 

• Kamelia Octaviani for participating in BIARI Conference in Philippines 

• Dhimas Anindito for being accepted  by Chevening  Scholarship for 
studying in University of College London, UK 

• Kirana, former RDI intern, for being accepted as a staff of Kopernik 
(Renewable Energy NGO) in Bali.  

AWARD 
New Fellow 

New RDI Member 

New Interns 

RDI Sta ff  Far ew ell  

New Staff 

Praditya Adi hitama presenti ng i n Ba ngkok  
Sa ut Sa ga la i n  Di saster Risk Governa nce Semina r, 

Bangkok  

http://www.rdi.or.id/
http://www.rdi.or.id/internship

