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P alu was hit by an earthquake on the 28th of September 2018 and left scars on its people and Indonesia as a whole. As a 
global think tank that operates, among others, in the field of disaster management we strive to amass and update ourselves 
with as much knowledge of occurring disasters as we can, knowledge that could provide understanding and awareness to 
people who are directly affected and authorities that are assigned the task of relief and rehabilitation. 
 
RDI is given a responsibility to create a Recovery Master Plan to help Palu with its recovery process along with Dr. Saut Saga-
la. The final document will present an image of what the city of Palu be in the future. RDI also has also set up a Knowledge 
Management Center for the Palu Earthquake that intends to record and report about the occurrence of an earthquake in 
Palu, the impacts and losses that occured, the handling efforts, assessments and progress that have been made to rehabili-
tate and rebuild.  
 
As a populous city located along a coastline, Palu represents one of many cities that could potentially be susceptible to tsuna-
mis. The characteristics of the many elements of a tsunami disaster, from its early warning system to its recovery and rehabil-
itation planning, represents a wide range of untapped knowledge that could, and should, be utilized to prepare for similar 
scenarios in the future. The recent events in Banten is a case in point.  
 
RDI recognizes this, and have thus initiated a field survey in Palu on November 27-29 with Dr. Gavin Sullivan of Coventry Uni-

versity. The purpose of the field survey was to get a feel of how the physical environment was impacted by the disasters, the 

characteristics of the different disasters that occurred (liquefaction, tsunami, earthquake, landslides), and most importantly, 

to see how the people have been effected. The survey also allowed us to get acquainted with a representative of our partner 

university, Ahmad Imam who is a geological engineering lecturer from Tadulako University. Overall, we learned that the op-

portunity to conduct research in this region is not only incredibly important, but also timely. There have been 2 occurrences 

of tsunamis in the past 6 months, of which both have inflicted terrible damages. The knowledge that we stand to gain from 

this endeavor could be unconceivably important.  
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Central Sulawesi Field Survey 
RDI Researchers Visited The Affected Areas of The Central Sulawesi Earthquake 
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“Humans, Cities, and the Environment”: Semi-
nar By Prof. John E. Fernandez  
 On 16th November 2018, RDI attended the historical 
seminar held by one of RDI’s partner. Universitas Padjaja-
ran (UNPAD). This particular seminar was the first collabo-
ration with Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
to hold the first MIT lecture brought by John E. Fernandez, 
the Director of Environmental Solutions Initiative (ESI); a 
MIT-based institution dedicated for contributing towards 
addressing climate change and helping society move to-
wards an environmentally and socially sustainable future. 
The presentation shed light on how these three key as-
pects essentially drives how the human society works to-
day, and in the future.It also explained comprehensively 
how cities impacted the environment on its life cycles. 

A visit to Bogor’s Refugee Learning Centers 
 On 28 November 2018, an RDI researcher, Dr. Nino 
Viartasiwi, in collaboration with researcher from BDSG (Bandung 
Disaster Study Group) Risye Dwiyani, conducted a preliminary 
assessment on two refugee learning centers at two villages in 
Kabupaten Bogor. They visited Refugee Learning Nest and Cisa-
rua Refugee Learning Centers to assess the possibility of con-
ducting further research in the two learning centers. The two 
researchers’ also paid courtesy visit to local government leaders; 
village head of Desa Tugu Utara, and village secretary of Desa 
Citeko. At the occasions, the hospitality and willingness of the 
two village leaders made it possible to conduct preliminary inter-
views and obtain data regarding refugees in the two villages.  
The visit hopes to contribute to the studies of refugees and inter-
national migration in urban areas in Southeast Asia. 

Field Survey to Sumba Island, GCRF Project Kickoff Meeting, and 
Bandung Energy Sustainability Symposium 

On 20 October 2018, RDI and Leeds team went to East Sumba for initial survey in several locations. This team consist of Dr. 
Cheng, Elisabeth Rianawati, and Dr. Yuti Ariani, and Alberdi Aris. We visited 4 villages in remote areas throughout East Sum-
ba. The team visited Kamanggih in Kahunggu Eti, Luku Wingir, Maubokul, and Rindi villages. Our team also have a fruitful 
discussion with stakeholders in several village on topic of micro-grid with various type of resources.   

Actually, this is not our first time  to Sumba Island. RDI team had visited this place with similar theme of research. However, 
on this visit we had deeper understanding related to micro-grid development. Through discussion with stakeholders at vil-
lage level and at district level, we had more information about challenges and lesson learned about renewable energy devel-
opment particularly with centralized approach. Hopefully, through this visit and another visit in the future we could produce 
deeper and sharp recommendation for RE development particularly for Sumba Island and Indonesia in general. A kickoff 
meeting for the Sumba Minigrid project was also conducted the 26th of October 2018 alongside Bandung Energy Sustainabil-
ity Symposium. The symposium was divided into five lectures with different backgrounds. The five lectures were presented 
by Dr. Yudha Prambudia, Dr. Saut Sagala, Dr. Yuti Ariani, Dr. Aldi Hutagalung, and Dr. Cheng Wen from University of Leeds. 
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Voice of Members 

Dinda Ayu Sagita  
RDI Staff, Research Officer 

On 13th of November 2018, I attended disaster seminar in Indonesia: from an early warning 
system to recovery process as a topic conducted in collaboration with IRSA, LPEM FEBUI and 
Australia National University (ANU) at FBEM UI, Jakarta. That was very valuable knowledge for 
me, from that seminar I got some enlightenment how important the early warning system are. 
Head of BMKG, Prof. Dwikorita Karnawati explained about ineffectiveness of early warning in 
Indonesia, which does not integrate early warning technology with region telecommunication 
and could potentially hinder dissemination of warning information to affected communities. 
This is similar to what happened in Palu that got severely damaged.  
So I have reached the conclusion from that seminar, in order to reduce disaster risk by EWS, we 
need to establish good disaster governance. The vertical and horizontal collaboration need to 
be supported together with the policy adoption and public knowledge creation. 

Teresa Retno Arsanti 

RDI Staff, Grant Officer 

On 30th November 2018, I was given a chance to attend an event called “Hey, Hear Me Out?” at 

Parahyangan Catholic University, Bandung. This event was conducted to assess the final project 

of Gender and International Relations subject and support the 16 Days of Activism against Gender 

Violence. There were 9 videos and 6 project installations displayed in this event. This event gave 

me such insight on how the reality of world really is. This event touched and triggered me about 

how every single person should be brave to fight for the voiceless, to stand up for them who have 

experienced violence in their lives. I hope that this kind of event will be continuously conducted 

as a reminder for us on voicing the voice of the voiceless! 

Husnul Aris Alberdi 

RDI Staff, Programme Manager 

On 26 November 2018, I went to the Vientiane, Laos PDR as the representative of RDI on Region-

al Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting from Indonesia. This meeting involved not only participant 

from RDI but also from other southeast countries such as Vietnam, Philippine, and Myanmar. On 

this meeting we had nice discussion about what happen in Indonesia in case of Palu earthquake 

and what was done in other countries and what we will do for 2019 as the member of GNDR. This 

meeting was a really nice experience for me to understand how other CSO work in their coun-

tries and challenges that they facing. We had nice discussion and interaction with representative 

from other countries. Additionally, it was also good opportunity for me to increase my capacity in 

disaster. risk reduction.  

Bandung Seismic Cities 
In the Second week of November, RDI and Dr. Gavin Sullivan of 

Coventry University conducted several field research activities 

for the Bandung Seismic Cities Project which aims to assess the 

how Bandung city and its communities could be more adaptable 

and resilient towards earthquakes. Interviews were conducted 

with various communities in several areas in Bandung (e.g. Lem-

bang, Cibodas, Cisarua) and Government Officials (e.g. BPBD 

West Bandung District, Dishub Jabar). Low awareness of Ban-

dung’s community on the impact of earthquakes have showed 

how awareness and knowledge of communities towards earth-

quake could greatly contribute towards disaster risk reduction. 

In addition, this research also aimed to assess how other seismic 

city approach could possibly be implemented for Bandung City.   
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For further information, 
visit our website www.rdi.or.id This newsletter was authored by Irvin Nathaniel Tobing.  

Until 2018, RDI received 61 interns from many universities, and have 
seen their capabilities increased as researchers. We are now looking for 
highly motivated interns who are eager to get some research experi-
ences. In 2019, we open internships on topics related to: 
 
(1)  Seismic City (Bandung, Palu, Lombok); (2) Bio-digester Innovation 

for Biogas;  
(3) Child Protection; (4) Gender Equality;  

(5) Renewable Energy as an Opportunity for Livelihood;  
and (6) Hygiene Management in School 

 
Interns at Resilience Development Initiative will be faced with many 
prominent research studies ranging from national to international 
scale.   

2019 Internship Opportunity 

New Publication and  
Working Paper 

 

RDI Would like to announce and congratulate that RDI mem-
bers have been awarded for  graduation, conference grants, 
and training grants throughout the year  

 Elisabeth Rianawati for being accepted for ASEAN Science, Technology, 
and Innovation Fund (ASTIF) research grant 

 Yasmina Wulandari for being accepted as Program officer at Muslim Aid 

AWARD 

New Fellow 

New RDI Member 

New Intern 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
We thank all partners, researchers and fellows for 2018 

We look forward to 2019 collaborations 

New Staff 

dr Ihsan Nasir 
Auckland University of Technology 

Suryani Amin 
Adaptasi Perubahan Iklim  

Ayu Tri Prestasia 
PT Desain Konstruksi Narutama 

Aria Mariany 
Institut Teknologi Bandung 

Irvin Nathaniel Tobing 
Institut Teknologi Bandung 

Yeremia Immanuel Sihombing 
Institut Teknologi Bandung 

Muhammad Riyo Hanafi 
Institut Teknologi Bandung 

Muhammad Anugrah Saputra 
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University 

Endriana Prasetyawati 
Institut Teknologi Bandung 

Tiara Budi Yuliyatin 
Institut Teknologi Bandung 

GNDR Regional Meeting in Laos PDR 

 On 27 & 28 November 2018, RDI attended the Regional 
Advisory Group Meeting held by Global Network of Civil Socie-
ty for Disaster Reduction (GNDR) in Laos. This meeting was 
attended by RDI (Indonesia), Yakkum Emergency Unit 
(Indonesia), Center for Disaster Preparedness Foundation 
(Phillippines), and other representatives from Vietnam and 
Myanmar. During the meeting, RDI collaborated with YEU to 
present about the recent earthquake in Palu, Central Sumatera 
and planned several activities to implement in the National 
Level in 2019.  

http://www.rdi.or.id/

