
 

Leeds University hosted a conference in the beautiful and fabulous Kew Botanical Garden, London on 27 June 2019. The 
title of the conference is “Plant Power: Bioenergy as a renewable resource”. This is a conference where project partners of 
renewable energy like Leeds University (Energy Leeds) take the role of the project leaders.  The venue of the conference, 
Kew Botanical Garden, was an ideal setting for the conference. The garden is known for its largest collection of plant spe-
cies from all over the world. 
 
The are a number of research projects that were presented by Leeds University and the international partners, such as: :   

 Creating resilient sustainable micro-grids through hybrid renewable energy systems (CRESUM-HYRES)  

 Solar Treatment of biomass for power generation using carbon slurries in hybrid renewable energy systems 
(ACERA) 

 Bioenergy, clean water from invasive aquatic macrophytes (BEFWAM) 

 Education for renewable Economic non food sugar from variable mixed solid waste for high value chemical prod-
ucts (MSW INDUK). 

 
In this conference, RDI was represented by two senior research fellows: Dr. Saut Sagala and Dr. Yudha Prambudia. The 
other delegates who attended the conference were mainly Leeds University Staff members and PhD Students, Kew Gar-
den Staff members, and researchers from Uganda, Tanzania, Congo-Brazzaville and India. Dr. Sagala gave a presentation 
on the overview of bioenergy in Indonesia. During this conference, RDI and other partners shared and exchanged 
knowledge and research ideas for the future. 
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Bioenergy Networking and Conference  
at Kew Botanical Garden, London 

RDI Senior Fellows Presented an Overview of Bioenergy in Indonesia at Kew Bioenergy  



 

Bandung Seismic Cities Roundtable 
On 30th April 2019, RDI and Coventry University held the Seismic Cities 
Roundtable Meeting in Orbital Galeri Bandung, Indonesia. The event was 
aimed at increasing the awareness and preparedness of communities in 
Bandung, Indonesia. The event was attended by BPBD West Java Prov-
ince, representatives from the fire department, the Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion Forum (FPRB), Indonesia Bhadra Utama Foundation (IBU Founda-
tion), and SOS Children.  
 
The 2 speakers at the roundtable were Prof. 
Gavin Sullivan (from Coventry University) and 
Dr. Ekbal Hussein (from the British Geological 
Survey). Prof. Gavin Sullivan introduced the 
Seismic Cities project and presented the find-
ings from the Seismic City research team 
while remote sensing expert Dr. Ekbal Hus-
sein, presented on the geological characteris-
tics of the Lembang fault in Bandung. 
 

Bandung Seismic Cities Exhibition 
The 2 week exhibition at the Orbital Dago, Bandung, showcases artworks that centers on earthquake risks from Lembang 
Fault in north of Bandung. The exhibition has been covered by national media agencies like the Jakarta Post and Kompas.  

Asia Clean Energy Forum 2019 
Asia Clean Energy Forum (ACEF 2019) was held by Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) on Manila, from 17th—21st June 2019. The 5-day event drew 
more than 1.600 participants from 78 countries. This event was attended 
by two researchers from RDI: Director, Elisabeth Rianawati, and Grant 
Officer, Teresa Retno Arsanti.  
 
RDI Director, Elisabeth Rianawati was also one of the speakers for the 
event, she presented about RDI’s preliminary research finding in Sumba, 
“Hybrid Renewable Energy System in Remote Area of Sumba Island”.  
The presentation highlighted the impact of renewable energy’s supply on 
socioeconomic aspect in Sumba. 

MoU Signing Between Lancaster University and RDI 

Representatives from Lancaster University and RDI signed the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding for research purposes on 20th June 2019. RDI Senior Fellow, Dr. Saut 
Sagala visited Lancaster from 19-21 June as a follow-up visit by LU researchers Dr. 
Christine Mortimer and Dr. Maria Alejandra Lujan Escalante who visited RDI in Febru-
ary 2019. This collaboration calls for greater research on traditional knowledge and 
disaster risk reduction, with plans to delve into regions like Indonesia, UK and SEA.  
 
During this visit, Dr. Sagala shared his experiences in the disaster recovery planning of 
disaster–stricken Central Sulawesi, he also met several researchers and lecturers of 
LU from School of Management and Lancaster Institute for the Contemporary Arts.  



 

Voice of Members 

Public Health and Community Resilience in Palu 
Laura van Tinteren—RDI Intern from Rijks Universiteit Groningen  

 

At RDI, I was finishing my two year Erasmus Mundus Masters program in International Humanitarian Assistance by writing my 

thesis, while I was also an intern within the natural disaster & climate change cluster. In particular, I focused my thesis and the 

internship on the topics of public health and community resilience while analysing natural disasters that had taken place in and 

around Palu (Central Sulawesi) on the 28th of September 2018. What got me attracted and interested in RDI, is that the research 

clusters focus on rather progressive themes for Indonesia, yet very important. Themes related to sustainability, climate change, 

women’s rights, security, renewable energy, and so on. Doing research at RDI also meant having access to field related contacts, 

and various other data sources in possession of RDI. As a foreign researcher, I felt welcome and I was surrounded by friendly In-

donesian researchers who were willing to translate documents if needed. Apart from writing my thesis, I also enjoyed going to 

various guest lectures and workshops on a range of different topics, organised by RDI. As an intern, we afterwards assist by writ-

ing short articles or observational notes about these events. 

Overall, RDI provided a very comfortable and convenient place to work on my thesis (and provided great lunches, which is im-

portant when you study ;) ). For my personal research there were still some issues, mostly related to language barriers (which 

made me miss out on local context related literature sources and interviews) but they posed healthy challenges. Besides the 

comfortable study place at RDI, Bandung as a city also has much on offer and is surrounded by beautiful nature. I have thoroughly 

enjoyed my three months at RDI in Bandung, and hope to see some of my fellow researchers in the (near) future! 

Migration and Health workshop in Kathmandu, Nepal 
Nino Viartasiwi, PhD—RDI Senior Research Fellow 
 
I joined a Migration and Health workshop in April 2019, in Kathmandu, Nepal. It was a work-
shop about research capacity building and facilitating cross-cultural mentorship of early ca-
reer researchers from both the UK and South/South East Asia. After the workshop, we were 
encouraged to develop collaborative research agenda on Migration, Health & Intersectional 
Rights.  
 
I am joining a collaborative research group under the theme Access to Healthcare and now, 
with RDI Urban Refugee team, am conducting a research on “Urban-refugee access to 
healthcare system in Indonesia.” We wish to provide a study to support refugee protection 
regime in Indonesia. The research will assess the possibility to link refugee’s health needs with 
Indonesian healthcare system. After experiencing such important workshop, I will welcome 
other opportunities to join workshops on collaborative research or capacity building. 

International Training on Earth Observation Products in LAPAN 
Alpian Angga Pratama, RDI Staff 
 
On behalf of RDI, Alpian Pratama joined a training hosted by LAPAN (Indonesian National Space Agency) with a cooperation from 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and European Space Agency (ESA) on June 17-21, 2019. The training detailed the use of earth ob-
servation (EO) instruments in identifying two rivers basin management in 
Java, Indonesia, and the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Palu, Central 
Sulawesi after the earthquake-cum-tsunami event on September 2018.  
 
The adoption of various EO-based instruments, services, and platforms were 
promoted during the training. They include Geo4IRBM (Geo-informational 
Support for Integrated River Basins Management), Copernicus Sentinel plat-
forms, ESA Geohazard Exploitation Platform (GEP), EO for Sustainable De-
velopment and Disaster Risk Reduction (EO4SD DRR), Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (SAR), and Multi-Temporal DInSAR using Rheticus® platform. The 
training participants were from various ministerial government level and 
local institutions, such as National Development Planning Agency 
(Bappenas), National Disaster Management Agency (BNPB), Ministry of 
Public Works (PU), Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources (ESDM). Alpian Pratama (Right) with the trainers 



 

 

 
 

We are happy to announce a newly-formed part-

ner-ship with Lancaster University. Lancaster 

University is a leader in higher education that 

provides the highest quality research and teach-

ing, and engages locally and internationally on 

the present-day issues and debates.  

 

This MoU Signing, enables RDI and Lancaster 

university to strengthen existing collaboration 

and expand into new research projects on vari-

ous disciplines. 

 

 

Dr. Roshan Bhakta Bhandari 
Emergency and Disaster Risk Management, Mel-

bourne, Australia 
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Alumnus of Durham University  

 

 

 

Sarah Adhitya  

Outreach Officer  

 
 

Ng Kai Lin 

National University of Singapore 
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New Partner Institution 

NEW RDI MEMBERS 

New Interns 

New Fellows 

Until July 2019, RDI has received 73 interns from 23 different universi-
ties, and have seen their capabilities increased as researchers.  
 
We are now looking for highly motivated interns who are eager to get 
some research experiences. In 2019, we open internships on topics 
related to: 
 
(1) Urban Refugee 
(2) Seismic City (Palu, Lombok, Selat Sunda, and Bandung) 
(3) Bio-digester Innovation for Biogas 
(4) Child Protection 
(5) Gender Equality 
(6) Renewable Energy as Opportunity for Livelihood Development 

in Sumba 
(7) School Hygiene Management 
(8) Palm Oil in the ASEAN Region 
(9) Sustainable Financing 
(10) Renewable Energy Stakeholder Analysis & Market Analysis 
 
Interns at Resilience Development Initiative will be faced with many 
prominent research studies ranging from national to international is-
sues.  
 
For further information, visit http://www.rdi.or.id/internship or you can 
email out contact person at sarah.adhitya@rdi.or.id 

2019 INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

RDI Would like to announce and congratulate that RDI 
members have been awarded for graduation, conference 
grants, and training grants throughout this period 

 Dr. Saut Sagala was awarded a research grant re-
garding Disaster Insurance in Indonesia by the Indonesian Re-
gional Science Association  

 Dr. Akino Tahir was awarded a research grant on Constructing a 
Shared Identity: Engaging Youth in Creative Placemaking for So-
cial Intergration of Urban Refugees in Indonesia by the Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation  

AWARDS 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The FGD is held by Indonesia National Disaster Management Agency 
(BNPB), in cooperation with Bandung Institute of Technology and Resili-

ence Development Initiative  

Date/Time:  9 July 2019, 12:00-16.00 
Place: Graha BNPB, Jalan Pramuka No.38, East Jakarta 

Potential FGD invitees: Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Public Works, PT. Mai-
park, AAUI, Financial Services Authority, UN OCHA, World Bank, Asian Develop-

ment Bank. 

Focus Group Discussion (FGD) on Disaster Financing 
“Bolstering Synergy and Capacity for Disaster Insurance 

as a Disaster Risk Financing Instrument” 

New Staff 

http://www.rdi.or.id/
http://www.rdi.or.id/internship

