
 

 

This year’s Asia-Pacific Climate Week was held throughout 2-6 September 2019. The multi-stakeholder event was  

attended by RDI, as well as numerous groups including governments, NGOs, IGOs, youth associations, academia and think 

tanks. The event was aimed to advance regional action and support the implementation of countries’ Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs), which were agreed under the Paris Agreements. Most importantly, the Asia-Pacific Climate Week  

showcased the regions’ unique climate challenges and prepares the region for discussions at the 2019 UN Climate Summit 

and COP25. Several highlights can be drawn from this year’s event. These include: The Marrakech Partnership Meeting and 

the Seoul Initiative Network on Green Growth (SINGG) Policy Consultation Forum.  

 

The Marrakech Partnership Meeting facilitated in-depth discussions on the issues identified as priorities for the Asia-Pacific.  

In-depth discussions were held in breakout groups with seven thematic areas featured, including energy, human settlement, 

industry, land use, oceans, transport, and water. RDI representatives Satria Yuma and Ichsan Hafiz participated in the energy 

discussion. RDI underlined the importance of understanding that in some cases it is not only about the  

transition from “brown” (fossil-fuel based) to “green” (renewable) energy, but a transition towards electrification.  Remote 

areas in Indonesia face the challenge of transitioning away from a lack of energy to electrification. RDI also gave input for 

the lack of inclusion for the non-parties stakeholder within the implementation of these goals. RDI believes that including all 

of the existing stakeholders within the implementation process would result in a better progress for these goals. 

 

RDI also attended the 14th Policy Consultation Forum of the Seoul Initiative Network on Green Growth. The central theme 

of the initiative was Enhancing and Implementing NDCs with Ambition and Transparency. It was opened by Stefanos Fotiou, Di-

rector of the Environment and Development Division UNESCAP. Dr. Riyanti Djalante continued the forum with the latest 

updates from the IPCC Special Report on Global Warming (SR15). Dr. Djalante reminded attendees from the Asia-Pacific 

on the dangers and impacts of global warming above the 1.5oC pre-industrial threshold. Elaborating on several sections of 

the SR15 report, including global emission pathway characteristics, and  links between climate mitigation and the sustainable 

development goals. Government officials then presented their country’s climate progress. The forum closed with in-depth 

group discussions identifying challenges and developing solutions for the UN ESCAP. 



 

 
On 16-19 September 2019, members of RDI and Leeds  

University made another visit to Sumba Island, East Nusa Tenggara. 

Under the Global Challenges Research Fund’s (GCRF) Creating  

Resilient Sustainable Microgrids through Hybrid Renewable Energy  

Systems project, the main purpose of this visit was to engage the local 

community, stakeholders, and academics. These include  

seaweed and salt farmers in Watumbaka and local biogas users. The 

team also collaborated with representatives from Wira Wacana 

Christian University, PLN East Sumba, Moubokul and Kamanggih Vil-

lages, and also PT. ASTIL. The capture of best practices in rural  

electric expectations ties directly with our upcoming national  

workshop event running in December 2019. 

 

RDI attended the Global Network of Civil Society Organisations for 

Disaster Reduction’s (GNDR) Regional Meeting, between the 19 - 

21 of August, represented by Jeeten Kumar. It was a confluence of 

member organisations from Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific, for 

networking and initial development towards the GNDR Strategy 

2021-2025. The activities ranged from discussing input strategies 

and identifying which overarching programs and their subsequent 

indicators were to be implemented in the new strategy. These  

programs centered capacity-building activities in local fundraising, 

for the benefit of member organisations.  

The 55th World Planning Congress was held by International Society of City 

and Regional Planners (ISOCARP) in Jakarta, from 9-13 September, 2019. 

Two RDI representatives, Dr. Akino Tahir and Dr. Niken Prilandita, were  

delighted to present their papers. Dr. Akino shed light on liveable places and 

healthy cities, while  Dr. Niken posed questions about the changing  

environment and risks. Other RDI representatives include senior researcher 

Dr. Mangapul Nababan and Jeeten Kumar as Deputy Program Manager. 

Knowledge sharing about better cities took place in every plenary and  

special session, each with its own interesting and vital topic, and reflecting 

high relevance in the contemporary field of city and regional planning. 

On July 9th 2019, RDI, Indonesia’s National Disaster Management  

Agency (BNPB), and Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB) held a  

workshop in BNPB’s building on the theme of Increasing Capacity and 

Synergy for Disaster Risk Insurance. Participants of the FGD were  

representatives from BNPB, Bandung Institute of Technology, Gadjah 

Mada University, the Ministry of Finance’s Fiscal Policy Agency (BKF), 

PT Maipark Reinsurance, the General Insurance Association of  

Indonesia (AAUI), the World Bank, Indonesian Red Cross Society 

(IFRC), etc. The event was opened by Dr. Raditya Jati, BNPB’s Director 

for Disaster Risk Reduction and Dr. Saut Sagala. The event consisted of 

four presentations: Hengki Eko Putra from PT Maipark Reinsurance, Dr. 

Saut Sagala from RDI, Prof. Indra Bastian From Gadjah Mada  

University, and the head of BKF Centre for Regional and Bilateral  

Policy: Irfa Ampri, Ak., C.A., Ph.D. At the end of the workshop  

discussion session, the participants and speakers agreed that this event 

would be a step towards a more prolonged and  

programmed implementation of alternative schemes for disaster  

financing. 



 

 

On the 28th of August in UNPAD, Dr. Arief Wijaya’s  Urgency of 

Tackling Climate Crisis Based on the Latest Science Reports  

focused on Indonesia’s most pressing climate change problems, 

particularly deforestation and air pollution from the Kalimantan 

fires. Dr. Wijaya underlines the significance of good governance 

and strong leadership in Indonesia’s greenhouse gas reduction 

commitment and transition towards a greener nation. 

Throughout the month of August, RDI conducted a number of  

workshops in the Greater Bandung Area under our Views From 

the Frontline (VFL) project. These workshops were aimed to cre-

ate a community-focused disaster reduction action plan by building 

and utilizing data collected from previous surveys and focus group  

discussions. In attendance were local government and village  

representatives, as well as community service officers. VFL aims to 

encourage collaborative discovery and implementation of  

preventative urban disaster solutions and disaster management 

plans amongst the separate actors.  

On September 14th – 22nd 2019, RDI’s Urban Refugees team  

started the first step of the Constructing a Shared Identity: Engaging 

Youth in Creative Placemaking for Social Integration of Urban Refugees in 

Indonesia research funded by Sasakawa Peace Foundation. 13 young 

refugees and 21 local youths participated in a series of  

workshops and field visits in Makassar. Utilizing the Kikigaki method– 

asking, listening, recording, reflecting– encourages participants to 

think deeply about what they consider as important values, building 

the basis for developing a tolerant mindset. RDI observed interaction  

dynamics among participants and responses to weekly stimulations. 

The next milestone of the project will be in November where a  

community presentation, and end-line study will be conducted. 

I joined the International Symposium on the Lesson Learnt from the 2018  

Tsunamis in Palu and Sunda Strait on September 26-27, 2019. The symposium serves 

as platform for scientists and social scientists to share their thoughts on the past 

events. On the first day, the discussion emphasized on the natural sciences and 

tsunami early warning systems (TEWS) technology, with the second day  

focusing on the social sciences and disaster risk management.  

 

In this symposium, I had the opportunity to present on the Social and Cultural Fac-

tors in Affecting Disruption of TEWS in Pandeglang, with the purpose of showing how 

social and cultural context is essential in understanding the disruption of TEWS in 

the long-term. Other than sharing our research, I also met a number of experts in 

disaster through this event who have contributed to improving Indonesian TEWS 

technology.  

RDI Research Fellows Dr. Akino Tahir, (third from the left) & Dr. Nino 
Viartasiwi (third from the right), with the Urban Refugees Team 
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New Partner Institution 

New Interns 

New Fellow 

Until September 2019, RDI has received 83 interns from 29 different uni-
versities, and have seen their capabilities increased as researchers.  
 
We are now looking for highly motivated interns who are eager to get some 
research experiences. In November 2019, we open internships on topics 
related to: 
 
(1) Urban Refugees 
(2) Palm Oil in the ASEAN Region 
(3) Sustainable Financing / Climate Financing 
(4) Renewable Energy Stakeholder Analysis & Market Analysis 
 
Interns at Resilience Development Initiative will be faced with many  
prominent research studies ranging from national to international issues.   
 
For further information, visit http://www.rdi.or.id/internship or contact  
sarah.adhitya@rdi.or.id.  

1. RDI & Coventry University: GCRF Networking Grant for Socio       
Economic Resilience of Coastal Communities 

2. Sheffield University, Nottingham University, Heriott Watt University, 
RDI: Frontier of Development Research Grant for Nature-Based 
Solutions for Urban Disaster Mitigation in  
Middle-Income Countries 

3. RDI: Overseas Research Grant from Kurita Water and Environment 
Foundation for Stakeholder Acceptance Behaviour of Infiltration Well 
and Rainwater Harvesting System as Runoff Water Management in 
Bandung City 

National Workshop on Sumba Renewable  
Energy 2019 

 
“Developing the Resilience and Sustainability of Affordable and 
Clean Renewable Energy in Remote Areas through Microgrids”  

Date: December 5-6, 2019 
Place: Jakarta, Indonesia 

New Staff 

RDI is delighted to announce a new partnership 

with the Faculty of Social Science of North  

Sumatra University, Indonesia. We are looking 

forward to working collaboratively on research 

relating to sustainable development as well as 

highlighting sociological aspects. We are eager 

to see where will this partnership bring us to in 

the future. 

Satria Yuma  
Partnership Officer  
Salma Nur Annisa 
Research Officer 

Avila Rahmatzafran  
Energy Policy Officer 

Iftihar Wimar Yassinna 
Admin & Finance 

Melinda Lastri Susetyo 
Parahyangan Catholic University, Indonesia 

July — October 2019 

Elisabeth Tamara 
University of Bayreuth & Bordeaux, Germany 

August — September 2019 

Andreas Dwiputra 
Institute of Technology Bandung, Indonesia 

August — October 2019 

Camille Faraizi 
University of Technology Sydney, Australia 

August — December 2019 

Sean Lalor  
University of the Sunshine Coast, Australia 

August — December 2019 

Thursina Bayu 
University of Queensland, Australia 

August — December 2019 

Faturrahman  
Hasannudin University, Indonesia 

September — November 2019 

Ines Lourenco 
ISCTE Business School, Portugal 

September — November 2019  

Ikrana Ramadhani  
Hasannudin University, Indonesia 

Soly Iman Santoso 
Wageningen University and Research,  

The Netherlands   


